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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


HAWATIMAH INTERVIEWED ON MIDEAST ISSUES 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 20 Jun 81 p 9 


[Interview with Nayif Hawatimah, Secretary General of the Lemocratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine by Ya'rib al-Sayyid; in Beirut; date not 
specified: "Brother Nayif Hawatimah Tells TISHRIN, ‘Enemy's Threats to 
Syria Are Constant Part of Zicnist State's Method; The Alliance between 
Numayri and Reactionary Regimes Fits the Mode of Conduct of U.S. 
Imperialism’ "] 


[Text] "The policy of confrontation and opposition 

is the only language that Israel understands." 

"Syria, the Palestinian Revolution and the other oppo- 
sition forces constitute a true and effective 
deterrent force." 


TISHRIN met with Brother Nayif Hawatimah, the secretary general of the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine and conducted with him 
a candid interview about the .aost prominent questions and developments 
that are being experienced in the Arab area. 


The opening remarks of the interview established the point of view of the 
Nemocratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine and its evaluation of 
the events and complications that were taking place in the Arab homeland. 
These ranged from conspiracy against the nation and collusion with the 
Zionist imperialist attack that sought to break up the Arabs and crush 
their will to the refractory and defiant stance and the reinforcement of 
the Arab course of struggle. 


lt was inevitable that the following question be raised at the outset. 
[Question] How does the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
view Syria's series of positions which sought to harden the Arab position 
in the face of the Zionist, imperialist attack? 


Syria's Positions Are a Response to the Hostile Escalation 


[Answer] Syria's recent nationalistic positions did not come out of a 














vacuum. They were preceded by a U.S. supported series of escalating hostile 
Israeli positions that sought to intimidate, threaten and subdue the prin- 
cipal three forces of confrontation: Syria, the Palestinian Revolution and 
the Lebanese National Movement so as to extricate the capitulatory Camp 
David accords out of their predicament and break the ring of isolation 
around the client bourgeois regime in Egypt. The U.S. supported Israeli 
positions sought to bring in other Arab countries under the umbrella of 
these accords, thereby destroying the Arab nationalist forces in our area, 
and especially our Palestinian Revolution, and ensuring the required 
success for the plan to Zionize Lebanon. This is the plan that is being 
implemented by the Lebanese Fascist Separatist Front and the client Haddad. 
Accordingly, the escalating furor of Israeli expansionist aggression fits 
this mode. Reagan's policy and administration also fit in this mode, sup- 
porting this aggression and providing it with all the capabilities that are 
required while at the same time trying to promote [its view] that an 
alleged Soviet threat exists and distracting attention from the Israeli 
threat and the U.S. threat that do in fact exist. 


It is the unyielding facts on the scene of struggle that once again deter- 
mine the question of the Arab-Israeli national struggle as the most promi- 
nent and the sharpest problem in the area. Hence, the nationalist firm 
positions were the response for the U.S.-Israeli-separatist escalation in 
the area [in general] and in Lebanon in particular. Then Syria introduced 
its missiles into Lebanon to guarantee protection for its forces who were 
operating [there] under the'auspices of the Arab deterrent forces. Before 
that Syria had reduced the gradual process of erosion which the separatist 
front had taken up and expanded during the past 4 years. The separatist 
front resumed that practice in Zahle and Sanin Heights so as to connect its 
spheres of influence in al-Jabal and al-Biqa' with the strip that is con- 
trolled by Haddad in preparation for completing the plan to Zionize Lebanon. 


Serious Contribution To Stabilize the Peace 


Those measures adopted by Syria which were a serious contribution to the 
stabilization of peace in Lebanon and the preservation of the unity of 
Lebanon's people and territory provoked Israel and its client allies. The 
hawks of Zionist war and aggression issued the most impudent and arrogant 
threats, and the same tune was loudly echoed by U.S. imperialists. None of 
this, however, diminished the defiance of Syria, the National Movement or 
the Palestinian Revolution. It became evident in concrete terms that the 
policy of confrontation and opposition was the only language that Israel 
and its allies understood. Hence, we in the Democratic Front in particular 
and in the Palestinian Revolution in general place a high value on the 
Syrian position, and we call for increased firmness in confronting the 
hostile alliance of imperialists, Zionists and Arab reactionaries. This 
can be done by preparing the domestic front and by striking at the reac- 
tionary class forces including the servile bourgeois lackeys, the corrupt 
bureaucrats and the major landowners so as to ensure all the essential 
components for steadfastness and resistance and guarantee that millions 
will rally behind the steadfastness plan and democratic openness for the 
masses. In this regard the steadfastness of the Arab Liberation Movement is 

















strengthened, and the international support of the socialist organization, 
and chiefly that of the Soviet Union, is firmly established, making that 
support for the nationalist position of Syria and for the other principal 
confrontation forces the firmest support there is. 


Israeli Threats Are Part of the Zionist Course of the State 


[Question] How would you comment on the series of Israeli threats against 
Syria, especially the declaration by the rulers of Tel Aviv that the second 
strike after the strike against the nuclear reactor in Iraq will be against 
the Syrian missiles in al-Biqa'? 


[Answer] Israeli threats against Syria, against the Palestinian Revolution 
and against all the Arab nationalist forces are not new. They make up a 
constant part of the method pursued by the Zionist state and the basis for 
its practical conduct. The history of Israel is full of aggression and 
threats. This conduct receives full approval and protection from U.S. 
imperialism and its allies in the area. In this context we must affirm that 
Israeli aggression and the threatening policy that Israel is pursuing meets 
with success when it is neither confronted nor challenged. It has become 
evident that Zionist Israel began thinking seriously about the problem of 
attacking Syria when Syria assumed a firm position of resistance against 
the Israeli aggressive policy and when all the Arab forces of steadfast- 
ness, the socialist organization, and especially the Soviet Union, pro- 
claimed their support for the Syrian nationalist position and joined in 
solidarity with it. 


An Objective Deterrent Force 


The Israeli raids on the Iraqi nuclear reactor confirmed the aggressive 
course of the Zionist state. Reagan, the leader of U.S. imperialism 
announ-ed his full solidarity with this course and affirmed its legality. 
At the same time this U.S.-Israeli conduct was met by an official abject 
Arab position. It is also obvious that this operation was carried out in 
the general context of the Israeli conduct which seeks to bring about war 
in the area. Begin's provocative statements that the next Israeli strike 
will be against the Syrian missiles in al-Biqa’ is no more than a confir- 
mation of this. But this should not signify that Israeli aggression has a 
free hand in the area because the position of Syria, of the Palestinian 
Revolution and of all the Arab forces of steadfastness, who are sincerely 
supported by the socialist organization, and especially the Soviet Union, 
and by all the other friendly forces in the world, does in fact constitute 
a clear objective deterrent force for confronting the Israeli position. 
This affirms once again that nothing breaks the back of violence but 
violence. 


Standing up to these threats and dangers requires first and foremost that 
the relationship of struggle between the foremost forces of confrontation: 
Syria, the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese National Movement, be 
hardened and developed on all levels. It requires that all forms of con- 
crete support for the forces of confrontation be guaranteed to the other 














steadfastness and opposition countries. It requires expedition in convening 
the fitth conference of the confrontation countries so that the necessary 
and concrete measures can be taken to stand up to U.S. imperialism, which 
is backing and encouraging the escalation of Israeli aggression, and to 
stand up to Begin's plans and his piracy. This implies [certain] measures 
chief among which is a total boycott of the United States; the imposition 
of an oil embargo on it; measures to guarantee the implementation of the 
isolation measures against the regimes of al-Sadat, Numayri, Siad Barre and 
Qabus; and a guarantee that the other Arab countries will abide by the 
minimum resolutions that were adopted at the Baghdad Summit. 


The fact that the Arab countries' response was reduced to a political pro- 
test reveals again the weak and abject nature of the position of Arab reac- 
tionaries. The situation now [is confined to] a practical step by the Stead- 
fastness Front beyond which no practical step has yet been taken against 

the United States and Israel. 


Numayri's Defection Is Not Surprising 


[Question] What is required from the Arabs regarding the defection of 
Numayri's regime and the fact that he has shifted to the position of those 
who conspire against the Arabs and give in to the enemies of the Arabs? 


[Answer] The defection of Numayri's regime and his shameful slide to the 
reactionary right toward national treason was not surprising to us in the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine. It was the product of the 
course that the regime has been pursuing since the 197i setback. That 
course began with a strike against the democratic forces and the popular 
movement in Sudan and the repression of those forces. It was a [move] that 
was applauded by al-Sadat and by all the turncoats and Arab reactionaries. 
Accordingly, the hostilities that are being declared by Numayri's regime 
against Syria, Libya, Ethiopia and the Palestinian Revolution and the 
attempts to infringe upon the independence of Chad and everything that is 
progressive and patriotic in the area are only the products of that process 
in which the ranks of Numayri's regime find themselves falling into 
positions of national treason. Numayri's close alliances with al-Sadat, 
with the regime of Siad Barre in Somalia and with all the reactionary 
forces and regimes in Africa and in the area are part and parcei of the 
harmony that exists between him and the course and tactics of U.S. imperia- 
lism for the creation of regional, reactionary alliances that would become 
the tools for serving [the interests of ] this policy in the area against 
its people first. This policy, which would operate under the despicable 
demagogic slogan of the alleged Soviet threat, would conceal the real daily 
and immediate threat of an attack by Isracl and U.S. imperialism. Numayri's 
regime derived its insolence and its daring in going ahead with all this 
from its discovery that al-Sadact, who had committed the crime of concluding 
a peace with the Zionist enemy, was met with political apathy and the 
absence of a general deterrent on the part of the Arab reactionary regimes. 
Numayri found that the opposition policy for this regime was not up to the 
required standard on the part of the nationalist regimes and forces. What 
we conclude from this is that all the resolutions that were issued by the 














Arab summits to oppose al-Sadat and to besiege him must deal with Numyari's 
regime [also]. The steadfastness and opposition regimes are being called 
upon to make the expulsion of this regime from the Arab League one cf the 
objectives of their struggle in the context of opposing the alliance of 
imperialism, Zionism and Arab reactionaries. 


In return different forms of support and assistance are to be offered to 
the national democratic forces that are struggling for the overthrow of 
Numayri's regime and the restoration of Sudan to its national position 
on the anti-imperialist, anti-Zionist and anti-reactionary front. 
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LINTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


AL-QADDUMI VISIT TO PARIS DISCUSSED 
London AL~HAWADITH in Arabic No 128% 17 Jul 81 p 23 


[Article: "Abu al-Lutf Discovers Political Romanticism in Paris While 
Waiting for Mitterand's Special Initiative" ] 


President Francois Mitterand is engaged in setting down the broad outlines 
of a new French initiative regarding the Middle East. 


This is what senior French officials intimated to Mr Faruq al-Qaddumi 
during the visit that the director of the political office of’ the PIO 
made co Paris. 


Abu al-Lutf tried to find out from French officials what the substance 

of this initiative was, but he was surprised with one answer: "We don't 
know!" He became convinced that the French leader was designing this policy 
by himself and that he had not yet told anyone about it, including senior 
government officials. 


In view of conflicting statements that were issued by French officials, Abu 
al-Lutf concluded that the French socialists had not yet defined a clear 
position on the Middle East crisis. The contradictions in their statements 
were indications of the fact that the new leaders of France were searching 
for a policy that would "reconcile interests and principles," as one of the 
French ministers with whom Abu al-Lutf had met put it. Abu al-Lutf met that 
minister in the presence of Ibrahim al-Sus , the director of the organiza- 
tion's office in Paris. 


One of the first people with whom Abu al-Lutf met was Mr Michel Rocard, 
minister of state [and] minister of planning. He preferred going to the 
luxurious Hotel Crillon where the Palestinian official was staying. If 
Mr Rocard enjoys a special standing with che Palestinians, he is also the 
leader of one of the most prominent wings of the French Socialist party. 
Therefore, al—Qaddumi met with representatives of the remaining wings: the 
leftist wing in the party, represented by the minister of state and minis- 
ter of scientific and technological research, Mr Jean Pierre Chevenement; 
the new secretary general of the party, Mr Lionel Jospin, the historic 
socialist leader, Pierre Mendes-France, who is considered the spiritual 
father of the socialist group that is ruling France today; Mr Regis Debray, 

















an associate of the [late] revolutionary Guevara and current foreign 
relations adviser to the French president; Mr Michel Jobert, the 

minister of state and minister of foreign trade; and of course the minister 
of foreign affairs, Claude Cheysson. 


Despite the brevity of the visit, these meetings are considered to be the 
most extensive contacts that have been made so far between the Arab side 
and French officials after King Khalid's visit [to the French capital] a 
few weeks ago. The French Socialist party consists of several wings, each 
of which has its own specific view on international crises, chief of which 
is the Middle East crisis. Zionism has had a long history within the French 
Socialist movement ever since its birth in 1920. It also holds sway within 
the present Socialist party which is an extension of the French branch of 
the International [Federation of] Labor. Despite that, the Socialist party 
was able to form what may be considered a position on the Middle East 
crisis. It is now advocating the right of Palestinians to have their own 
state. This recognition on the part of the Socialist [party], which is 
always preceded by an affirmation of Israel's security, safety and per- 
manence, is the result of the conviction in those "principles" that call 
for the right of nations to determine their destiny and to live in peace 
and independence. Today, now that the socialists are in power, they have to 
adjust their position in accordance with [their] interests and not only 
[their] principles. 


The insistence on these principles makes many French socialist leaders 
view the holocaust--that is, the extermination operations--from an emo- 
tional, romantic perspective. They also view the Palestinian tragedy from 
an emotional, romantic perspective as well. This is actually what dis- 
tinguishes the socialist figures in France from the rightist or communist 
figures. With the socialists imagination plays a larger role than numbers 
do, whereas it is the numbers that determine the policy of rightists and 
even communists. Ultimately, President Mitterand's personality, saturated 
with political cunning, is also romantic to a large extent. 


Abu al-Lutf observed and actually sensed how emotional considerations enter 
into the substance of the political dialogue with socialist officials 
regardless of their high rank. This was the case, for example, when they 
talked to him about the reason why they had welcomed the Camp David 
accords. These agreements which were welcomed by socialist leaders are 
still being welcomed by them even though most of them have not looked into 
those accords carefully. Minister Cheysson talked about al-Sadat's visit 
to Israel from the perspective of the emotional effect this visit had on 
the Israelis. The remaining socialist officials did the same thing. They 
were so spellbound by their romantic views that they were convinced that 
"the problem of the Middle East is in the final analysis a psychological 
problem." They considered al-Sadat's trip to Jerusalem [an act that] tore 
down the psychological barrier that stood between the Egyptians and the 
Israelis. They all praised Camp David, but they all considered these 
accords inadequate. 





Regis Debray explained to Mr Faruq al-Qaddumi that the French president 
viewed Camp David as "a symbol of peace between the two states of Israel 
and Egypt." And that is the 'positive" side of these accords. 


But the most prominent discussions that took place were those that revolved 
around comprehensive solutions and unilateral solutions. French officials, 
and especially Minister Jean Pierre Chevenement, the leader of the leftist 
wing in the Socialist party and the author of that party's program, con- 
sidered the Geneva conference, which is the model for collective solutions, 
to have had no outcome. French officials also thought that there was no 
guarantee that that conference would be resumed in the future. 


Opinions within the Socialist party are numerous. Jospin told 
al-Qaddumi, "There is a major trend [in favor of ] achieving a unified 
position on the Middle East. President Mitterand is considering various 
opinions and ideas." 


Minister Michel Rocard said that the position had not yet become clear 

for Mitterand. "The president is trying to find out who has been victimized 
more in the Middle East." Since the position had not yet become clear for 
Mitterand, Rocard could not have any knowledge of the initiative that the 
president was preparing. 


Abu al-Lutf noticed that the socialists trust neither the United States' 
role in the Middle East nor that of the Soviets. When al-—Qaddumi was 
explaining U.S. policy in the area, considering it a stumbling block to 
peace, Jospin responded by saying, "This may be true in many cases, 
since the United States may find peace to be a threat to its interests." At 
the same time he affirmed that "The Soviets too do not want peace because 
their interests require that disturbances persist in the area." 


Officials agreed to say that the liberation organization was the represen- 
tative of the Palestinian people, contrary to what was mentioned in the 
statement that Minister of Foreign Affairs Claude Cheysson made to foreign 
correspondents. Cheysson told Abu al-Lutf that France sees no one now that 
can participate in talks on the Palestinian side but the liberation organi- 
zation. French officials also agreed that the establishment of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state was necessary. 


When they touched upon domestic Israeli policy and its effect on the dis- 
pute in the Middle East, Minister Michel Jobert told Abu al-Lutf that 
Menahem Begin's policy will force France to assume a clearer position as 
far as the Middle East is concerned and that this position will be in the 
interests of the Arabs in general. Jobert praised the important role 
that Austrian Chancellor Bruno Kreisky played and the effect that role has 
had on the positions of Jewish communities in the United States. He made a 
reference to the French initiative that would come before the end of the 


year. 








Kvery time Abu al~Lutf heard news of "the initiative," he would emphasize 
the tact that the liberation organization had decided to pay no attention 
to "collective" initiatives and that it was now hoping that every European 
country would define its positions separately on the subject of the Middle 
East and the Palestinian question. He said, "We want a French initiative, a 
British initiative or a German initiative, etc. We do not want a collective 
initiative." Relations will be bilateral, specific and direct. 


At all the meetings Abu al-Lutf used to assume the burden of explaining 
the crisis and its effects on international scenes. The French officials 
listened, and in most cases they agreed. 


Al-Qaddumi linked together the Middle East, Afghanistan, Poland, the ques- 
tion of weapons in Central Europe and oil, and French officials listened to 
him attentively. Palestinian demands on the French scene did not come till 
the end when Abu al-Lutf insisted that Mr Yasir ‘Arafat be invited to visit 
Paris. Ibrahim al-Sus told me that inviting ‘Arafat to Paris was essen- 
tial especially if President Mitterand decided to visit Israel. Al-Qaddumi 
also asked Jcspin that a [joint] French-Palestinian parliamentary bloc 
be formed. Jospin made note of che request and promised that it would 

be considered with the party leadership. 


Abu al-Lutf, who was accompanied by al-Sus_ in his capacity as Palestine's 
ambassador in Paris, insisted that the organization's office in Paris be 
granted official diplomatic status and that all those working in the office 
be considered diplomats. He insisted that an agreement on a joint protocol 
be reached to define the bilateral relations that must go beyond the 
spheres of politics and include those of education, health and the social 
fields etc." 


Al-Qaddumi thanked French officials for their devotion to the safety of 
the organization's representatives in Paris, especially since the new 
French government has doubled protection for the organization's offices. 
Minister Cheysson said, "We would not have anything bad happen to your 
people on our soil." 


However, inviting ‘Arafat to Paris remains the principal demand for the 
Palestinians. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLA CHIEF OF STAFF INTERVIEWED 
Damascus SAWT FALASTIN in Arabic No 163 Jul 81 pp 16-19 


[Interview with Chief of Staff Brig Gen Muhammad Tariq al—Khadra': "Military 
Unity and Elements of Escalating the Palestinian Struggle"=--date and place not 


specifie 


[Text] In 1 year we removed all the cankerous sores, 
and the liberation army actually became the army of 
Palestinian national unity. 

The cohesion of the struggle between the liberation 
organization and Syria is a revolutionary mission Co 
consolidate Palestinian victories. 

There are now no reasons for suspicion between the 
liberation army and PLO leadership. 


In its issue No 543 dated 6/16/1981 the weekly magazine, AL-TALA'I', pub- 
lished an interview with Brig Gen Chief of Staff Muhammad Tariq al-Khadra' 
on the occasion of the first anniversary of his assuming his duties in 
the Palestine Liberation Army [PLA]. 


SAWT FALASTIN is publishing the text of this interview below. 


When a military commander grasps the political implications [of a given 
situation], such knowledge signifies that he has an ability to analyze 
[situations] objectively and that he possesses a strategic view of all the 
political possibilities and jlevelopments that are inseparable from any 
military or other action. 


In our interview with PLA chief of staff, Brig Gen Muhammad Tariq 
al-Khadra' we get a glimpse of this view when he shows us the objective 
analytical ability that is required. One year after Brig Gen al-Khadra' 
assumed his duties, AL-TALA'I' met with him in a candid interview that went 
beyond the year's experience of military and political responsibility and 
touched upon the experience of Palestinian national action and the nature 
of the present challenges. 
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/Question/ Today marks the passage of 1 year since you assumed the staff 
command of the Palestine Liberation Army. How would you evaluate this res- 
ponsibility, and what in your view are its implications? 


[Answer] Actually, despite the enormous responsibility that was placed 

on my shoulders when I was given the honor of commanding this army on 10 
June 1980, exactly 1 year ago; despite the unfavorable conditions within 
the army; and also despite the nature of the unobjective relationship 
between this army and all those who work on the Palestinian scene, even 

in popular Palestinian circles--despite all this--we managed to a large 
degree to achieve many positive things. We were able to mend many fences 
both domestically, between the ranks of the units of this army, and outside 
the army as well, in the relationship between the army and its fellow 
fighters on the Palestinian and Arab scene. 


[Question] You said a year ago that we are military men as much as we 
are guerillas, and that we are guerillas as much as we are military men. 
How has this been reflected on the actual conditions of the Palestine 
Liberation Army? 


[Answer] Actually I said we are guerillas as much as we are military men 
and we are military men as much as we are guerillas. I am still making 

that statement which we put into practice on the battlefield on the contact 
lines in Lebanon. We did so by building up the idea of Palestinian national 
unity within the ranks of this army regardless of the previous organiza- 
tional affiliations of the military men who were joining this army. We 
still believe that guerillas play a distinctive role with special features 
just as the regular army staff play their own distinctive role with special 
features. 


And here is what we affirmed in the past, are affirming now and will affirm 
in the future: the integration of the struggle for liberating the usurped 
land and regaining the national rights of the Palestinian Arab people must 
be accompanied by integrated armed action. This can be accomplished on all 
levels through coordination between the military command of the regular 
army, the guerilla command and the leaders of the armed popular 
organizations. 


[Answer] This brings us to the problem of Palestinian military unity which 
was also emphasized in the resolutions of the Palestinian National Council 
at its last session in Damascus. Have specific steps or measures been taken 
in this regard with the army command or between the leadership of the 
liberation army and other Palestinian leaders? 


[Answer] So far this has not happened. The resolutions that were adopted 
in that regard at the recent meeting of the Palestine National Council 
would undoubtedly constitute a major constructive positive step if they 
were to be implemented. If military unity is achieved, or as I say, if a 
major part of the armed integration on the Palestinian scene is achieved, 
even if the Palestine Liberation Army for whose command I am responsible 
were not in that context, I would consider the achievement of such armed 
integration a major positive step in the Palestinian struggle. I would hope 
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that this integration would assume its universal proportions for all the 
energies and capabilities of our fighting Palestinian people. 


[Question] Everybody has acknowledged that the Palestine Liberation Army 
played a major role in the stiuggle on the Lebanese scene. Such a role 
requires support and capabilities that would help the army maintain its 
ability to fight and participate in combat. What are you asking for so this 
can be achieved? 


[Answer] Despite the limited and ordinary capabilities that are available 
to the Palestine Liberation Army in weapons and combat materiel, our army 
is fighting with superior courage on the strength of two points: 


--First, its full and deep faith in its cause, in its homeland and in the 
justifications for its struggle. 


--Second, its high morale which comes out of the full and profound inter- 
action between army leaders on all levels and those under their command who 
constitute a cooperative, cohesive fighting unit in the context of military 
notions of struggle and firmly established orogressive notions of 
nationalism on whose strength each member of the army feels his respon- 
sibility fully. Accordingly, our heroes have stood up against the advanced 
weapons that are available i.. abundance to the Phalangist gangs and to the 
other separatist force: that deal with Israel. 


The only thing I can do in this regard is to hold the Palestinian leaders 
responsible for completing the fundamentals of resistance and opposition by 
giving this army its legitimate rights to be furnished with the weapons and 
combat materiel that is commensurate with its responsibilities and with the 
materiel and weapons that are available to the other forces. 


[Question] It was evident that since you were assigned the duties of the 
staff command, the people of Palestine found cause to be optimistic about 
the positive relationship between the liberation army and the leadership 
of the organization. 


What about this relationship? How do you look upon it now, a year later? 


[Answer] Actually, 1 year after taking over the duties of commanding this 
army I think that the reasons for suspicion that existed between the 
Palestine Liberation Army and the leadership of the PLO as well as those 
that existed between the army and all those who are working on the 
Palestinian scene are gone forever. On the basis of my perceptions of the 
reactions, either in popular Palestinian circles or in official circles 
within the PLO and other factions of the Resistance, I believe that in this 
year we have been able to get rid of all the cankerous sores and the 
reasons for suspicion. The Palestine Liberation Army has actually become 
the army of Palestinian national unity and the vanguard of the Palestinian 
Arab struggle. 
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[Question] The area is beset by numerous challenges. My question, Your 
Excellency, Brigadier General, is in two parts. How do you view these 
challenges, and what do you expect in the future? This is in the context of 
both the political and strategic perspectives. Let us begin with what is 
required first for confronting these challenges. 


(Answer, Ic is actually very clear to all those who keep up with political 
and military actions in the Middle East in general anc on the Lebanese 
scene in particular that the destruction of the Palestinian struggle, the 
Palestinian question and the Syrian-Palestinian cohesion is tue goal of 
U.S. imperialism, Israel and their clients in the area. This leads us to 

a mode that confines our choices to two unavoidable specific points through 
which we can attain safety and continue the scruggle. These points are: 


1. Achieving integration, especially the armed integration of all 
Palestinian capabilities and energies that can bear arms in accordance with 
the following cadres: 


A. Regular military cadres. 
B. Guerilla cadres. 
C. Armed popular cadres. 


2. The full military and political cohesiveness in combat between revolu- 
tionary, defiant Syria and the PLO, the legitimate and the sule represen- 
tative of the Palestinian Arab people, or rather, of all the Palestinian 
Arab people. 


[Question] In this context you would have to refer in this regard to the 
nature of the challenges themselves. Don't these become evident in the 
congruence of imperialist strategy and Zionist tendencies against the Arab 
nation? 


[Answer] The question is rather that of size being relative, i.e., large 
being small and small being large. 


Israel is working in unison, at least in the Middle East area, with U.S. 
strategy. It is the United States which has the principal and the major 
interest in the oil resources and in the other resources in the Middle East 
area. 


What does the United States want, ana, accordingly, what does Israel want? 


In order to guarantee that it will achieve its interests in the long range, 
the United States is trying to achieve two basic, important points: 


1. It is trying to strengthen, reinforce and support Israel as a inilitary, 


political and economic striking force so it can be used when necessary 
to control any area in the Middle East. 
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2. It is trying to weaken, partition and fragment the Arab homeland so 
that in case there are any fundamental changes in any Arab country, these 
changes become incapable of causing any damage to U.S. interests in the 
area. 


On the strength of these two points we find that Israel's interests are 
identical to those of the United States. Consequently, Israel has a far- 
reaching green light that enables and empowers it to strike and to destroy 
any Arab or non-Arab establishment, organization or association in the 
Middle East that may damage the interests of U.S. or Zionist imperialism 
and Israel even over a long period of time. 


For this reason the nuclear reactor in Iraq that was being used for peace- 
ful purposes was destroyed. That nuclear reactor was to have begun opera- 
tions sometime between next July and September. We must expect Israel to 
strike and destroy at any moment any civilian or military target that U.S. 
imperialism or Israel feels dues not serve the two strategic points that I 
have already mentioned. 


And here all the Arab forces must become aware--and that includes govern- 
ments, people and fighting organizations--of the fact that the only solu- 
tion and the certain, essential notion that will enable us to face the dan- 
gers that lie in store for us now and in the future lie only in a strong, 
genuine unity that is capable of putting up a military, political and 
economic opposition based on clear philosophical premises. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


SOVIET SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIANS PRAISED 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in Arabic 13 Jul 81 p 3 
[Article by Ziyad Abu Ziyad: "A Small Word; We and the Soviet Union" ] 


[Text] No one can question or belittle the importance of Palestinian- 
Soviet relations because the Soviet Union, on the basis of its ideological 
position supporting liberation movements in the world and opposing imperia- 
list influence and hegemony, has always been a courageous, friendly sup- 
porter of the Palestinian Revolution. The Soviet Union has expressed this 
friendship from the podia of international gatherings and conferences; it 
has practiced this friendship in the material support and backing it offers 
to the Palestinian Revolution. 


The Palestinian people and their only legitimate leaders have always valued 
this support and this backing, and they have always looked forward to more 
of the same, considering the fact that the vicious attack to which the 
Palestinian Revolution is being subjected continues to grow in numbers and 
equipment and to receive absolute support and backing from the strongest 
imperialist power in the world, the United States of America. It is the 
United States that is contributing to this attack and offering support and 
assistance to those who take part in that attack with it. 


The Palestinian Arab people have assumed a front-line position in defending 
Arab dignity and the question of liberation in the Arab world, which con- 
stitutes an inseparable part of the cause of liberation in the world. 
Through their legitimate and only leaders the Palestinian Arab people have 
turned down all attempts to negotiate, insisting that they will continue to 
defend their rights until they regain and seize those rights. 


There is no doubt that the resistance and the victory of that nation is 
[tantamount to] resistance and victory for the cause of liberation in the 
world. Similarly, the defeat of that nation, God forbid, would be a defeat 
and a setback for the cause of liberation. 


Hence comes the importance of that support which supporters of the libera- 


tion movement in the world must offer to the Palestinian people so as to 
enable them to realize their goals. 
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Hence also comes the determination of the Palestinian people and their 
urgent request to their friends that they not limit their assistance to 
them to a certain framework or a certain course. 


The Palestinian people are looking to their friends, and chiefly the Soviet 
Union, in the hope that their assistance will not stop when it reaches a 
certain limit. They hope that that assistance will be commensurate with and 
as enthusiastic as that which U.S. imperialism offers to their enemies. 


We have every hope that this will be the case. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PROBLEMS OF LORD CARRINGTON'S INITIATIVE DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS in English 8 Aug 81 p 22 


[Report by Jamal Rasheed] 


[Excerpts] 

THAT LORD CARRINGTON's 
Afghanistan peace initiative would fail was 
obvious. according to diplomats from 
Islamic countries in London. The British 
foreigs. minister's trip to Moscow, and the 
Kremlin's delayed rej ‘ction of his initiative, 
are seen as nothing mure than propaganda 
exercises. 

For the Europeans, something was 
needed to divert attention from its 
singularly unspectacular Middle East peace 
initiative. For the Russians, at a time of 
diplomatic confrontation with the US, there 
was a great deal to be gained internally from 
a visit by a European foreign minister. 

According to the report, Egypt is 
supplying training and Russian-made 
weapons. China is sending caravans of arms 
into Pakistan including Sam7 missiles, and 
has opened up a direct route into 
Afghanistan along the difficult 
China-Afghan border, in case the Pakistan 
border ever closes. Bernstein suggests that 
President Zia has stipulated that 
participants must not publicly acknowledge 
their help. 

In Jeddah recently, a SR5Om ($14.6m) 
cheque was delivered by the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference to the Pakistan 
embassy — a gift from the people of Saudi 
Arabia to the Afghan refugees. Moreover 
the Saudi Red Crescent mission in Pakistan 
is providing medical facilities to the 
refugees. To date. the Saudis have handed 
over two sums of SR9Om ($26m) and 
another SR50m ($14.6m) from public 
subscriptions for the refugees. A recent 
fatwa (religious ruling) by Sheikh 





Abdulaziz ibn Baz, president of the 


Institute of Scholarly Research in Riyadh, 
decrees that zal_at (a voluntary alms tax on 
all wealth. set by the Quran at 2 per cent) 
can be donated to the refugees and. for the 
first time. to the rebels. This means that 
arms can now be bought with money raised 
through religious channels. 
Meanwhile. as the war in Afghanistan 
gets bloodier. especially along the Pakistan 
border. There have been recent guerrilla 
attacks on Afghan army units in both 
Jalalabad and Spin Baldak, which border on 
Pakistan's Peshawar ans Quetta. A major 
engagement took place at Paghman. the 
hillside resort of the former Afghan kings. 
Following Lord Carrington’s Moscow 
visit, Afghan President Babrak Karmal had 
a short meeting with president Brezhnev at 
a Black Sea resort. The Soviets are clearly 
concerned over the failure of Karmal's 
recent moves to set up a broad front 
organisation. termed the National 
Fatherland Front. after a number of 
prominent members were assassinated in 
Kabul. However, Karmal's regime is clearly 
attempting to improve its image — it 
recently allowed a British television crew 
into the country which not only interviewed 
government ministers but was also allowed 
inside the infamous Pul e Charke jail. 
Meanwhile Moscow is campaigning 
against the recent arms deal with the US. 
Mrs Gandhi has hinted broadly that detente 
will be difficult between the two countries if 
Pakistan builds up its military capability. 
South Yemen's Ali Nasser Mohammed is 
also protesting against the deal. He alleges 
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that Pakistani troops are being stationed in 
the Gulf and that: The US is preparing 
Pakistan to succeed the late Shah of Iran in 
protecting American interests in the 
region. He declared: “We cannot be 
blackmailed by mtimidation. 
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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT REGARDED ‘THIRD PHASE’ OF REVOLUTION 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 26 Jul 81 p 1 


[Text] After weeks, days and hours of worry, anxiety and expectation concerning the 
coming of the second of Mordad [24 July 1981], this destiny-making, historic day, 
which can be called the beginning of the third phase of our splendid revolution, 
finally arrived. The elections were held in unparalleled calm and were warmly 
received, contrary to all the absurd babblings of the minigroups, foreign radios 

and colonial loudspeakers (which had declared that they would make 2 Mordad a day 

of blood and tears). Since we are in a developing situation, these elections possess 
great importance from several aspects in relation to the determination of the future 
path of the Iranian Islamic revolution. 


First of all, after the exposure of the U.S. line of the deposed president, and 
finally, after the imam's line came to govern the majority of the organs of this 
Islamic land, the enemy sat down to wait and see what the people's reaction to this 
development would be. Although the enemy committed all sorts of obscene and inhuman 
acts with the aid of the hypocritical and U.S. minigroups during recent days in order 
to turn the people away from voting, the fundamental objective of all these movements 
was to see what reaction the people would display vis-a-vis the genuine path of the 
revolution. 


Yes, how beautiful was the perfumed and spiritual atmosphere of Iran's second of 
Mordad! From the very first instants of dawn, this aware and informed nation, 
young and old, large and small, men and women, moved in a state of complete readi- 
ness towards the voting boxes. In truth, how vigilantly they acted! They showed 
the world that only the line of Hosseyn's Islam is able to guide humanity to its 
goal. 


Thus the analysts of East and West were once again bewildered by what had happened, 
and by what this people did and did not do. 


Therefore, each day that passes brings another stage in the creation of this 
revolution, and our Muslim committed people, through their Islamic actions and be- 
havior, give the world a new lesson in political and social life. The people, with- 
out any order or organization and solely under the aegis of the Hezbollah, entered 
the arena at any instent they were needed, and displayed their presence in a living 
and effective manner. We saw how they showed the world during the campaign for the 
presidency that the purpose of those events was not individual competition but was 
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service instead: that he whom the Muslims determined to be the better servant 
would gain their conseut; and that everyone would move in the path of exercising 
this authority. Now, after this short introduction we come to the fundamental 

issue that concerns our revolutionary society today, which is: what is the duty 

and role of each one of these factors after passing through this revolutionary 
stage? What should the role of the people be as an ultimate determining factor, and 
how should the government and governmental and revolutionary organs behave? 


Although this question possesses particular intricacy, it nonetheless holds signifi- 
cance from two aspects. In order that we be able to speak about this more, it is 
best that we go back a little ways and take a look at what the people's role was, 

at what sort of connection there was between the masses and the leer, at the 
leader's guidance of the nation, and the channels through which this guidance flowed 
during each one of the critical stages such as 22 Bahman [11 February] and 13 Aban 
[4 November] (the day of the hostage-taking and the revolutionary occupation of the 
spy nest), the removal of the president... and the second of Mordad [24 July]. For 
example, during the recent course of elections, despite all the obstacles that they 
wished to create in order to prevent the holding of elections, merely by one fatwa 
[decree] from the imam making voting a duty, all the tricks and ruses were defeated. 
The people wisely and lovingly responded to the leadership's call, and performed 
their lawful duty. 


Therefore the dtermination of the future policy of the movement depends greatly on 
the positions taken by the leadership and the authoritative clergy. In the final 
analysis, the preservation of this connection, whether on the part of the people or 
the government--the Majles and the Supreme Judicial Council--will ensure and deter- 
mine the path of the revolution's movement. Thus, since the people's presence on 
the scene is the guarantor of the revolution's survival, their supervision over the 
behavior of individuals and organs and their ensuring that elected officials do not 
violate the imam's line is a fundamental matter for the entire nation. 


9557 
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IRAN 


NEW PRESIDENT'S LIFE HISTORY PRESENTED BY IRP ORGAN 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 15 Jul 81 p 4 


/Text7 Mohmmad Ali Raja'i was born in 1312 /21 Mar 1933-20 Mar 19347 in the city of 
Qazvin where he completed his primary education. He moved to Tehran in 1327 [21 Mar 
1948-20 Mar 1949/7 where he joined the Imperial Iranian Airforce, serving for 5 years 
during which time he completed his secondary school education by attending night 
classes. In 1334 /21 Mar 1955-20 Mar 19567 he was a teacher in Bijar. He entered 
the teachers college the next year graduating in 1338 /21 Mar 1959-20 Mar 19607 in 
mathematics and was hired by the Ministry of Education as a math teacher serving in 
the cities of Khansar, Qazvin and Tehran. 


During his teaching career he proved to be a hard-working, worthy and competent 
instructor as well as a good teacher of morality and character. 


In addition to having a command of modern sciences, Brother Raja'i also had a penchant 
for Islamic theology, and with his good knowledge of Arabic he studied Islamic 
philosophy and logic during his imprisonment and is well-versed in Islamic culture. 
Early in life he joined the political struggle against the hated imperial regime as 

an active and energetic member of the opposition group. With the establishment of 

the Freedom Movement in the year 1340 /21 Mar 1961-20 Mar 1962/ he became one of the 
movement's most effective members, working actively and truthfully alongside the late 
Ayatollah Taleqani. It was in connection with these activities that he was taken into 
custody in the month of Ordibehesht 1342 /21 April-21 May 1963/ and was imprisoned 

for 50 days by the hated Pahlavi regime. 


With the start of the Islamic revolution, led by the Imam of the faithfuls, Raja'i 
widened his field of activities and began cooperating with the Islamic Coalition 
Organization on the level of a full member while, at the same time, he continued to 
have extensive relations with the Islamic martyrs. Iraq and Oman. 


Following the revolutionary execution of Mansur by the armed faction of the Islamic 
Coalition Organization and the arrest of the leaders of the organization, Raja'i's 
cooperation with the militants continued until 1344 21 Mar 1965-20 Mar 1966/7 when, 
with the help of Brothers Hojjatoleslam Bahonar, Hashemi Rafsanjani, Jalaloddin Farsi 
and other brothers he began reorganizing the Islamic Coalition Organization, and in 
order to train individuals capable of engaging in an armed struggle, he began sending 
volunteers to the war fronts in Palestine. To complete his plans, Raja'i went to 
Europe in 1350 /21 Mar 1971-20 Mar 1972/7 and after visiting France and Turkey he went 
to Syria where he got in touch with Brother Farsi. 
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All these activities were being carried out under the principle of dissimulation and 
it is interesting to note that one of the pseudonyms used by Mr Raja'i at the time in 
connection with these activities was that of “Omidvar" /hopeful or optimistic/. 


Another method of opposition was through cultural activities and the setting up of 
cultural institutions such as those of the Welfare Organization, the Welfare and 

Islamic Cooperation Foundation and various camps used as covers for political activities 
and the training of the revolutionary generation and talented individuals. 


After the Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization was first founded and after the arrest of 

the organization's leaders, Raja'i began cooperating seriously with the Mojahedins 

and was considered as one of the organization's most effective members. Later on, 

following the return to Iran of martyr Ayatollah Baheshti, a close relationship 

between him and Raja'i, who enjoyed Baheshti's full confidence, was established. 

Raja'i stepped up his activities and was finally arrested one evening in 1353 /21 

Mar 74-20 Mar 75/7 as he was returning home after a secret meeting with Baheshti and 

his group. He courageously withstood two years of solitary confinement and torture 

in the antisubversive committee jailhouses of the oppressive Pahlavi regime. He did 

so without protesting and during his confinement Brother Raja'i created an epic of 

resistance, courage and steadfastness inthe principles in which he believed. His 

legendary resistance even surprised officials of the former hated regime who, 

despite their daily torture, failed to make him confess. Once, these mercenaries | 
were so exasperated, that they sent Raja'i to a damp cell for three nights and days 
during the cold of the winter hoping to make him confess. Yet, in spite of all these 

efforts, they failed to extract even one single confession from him. 


It waS as a result of such resistance that he was sent to Qasr and Evin prisons where 
he spent a total of four years in confinement. He was finally released at the height 
of the Islamic revolution in 1357 /21 Mar 78-20 Mar 79/. 


During their confinement Raja'i and those like him continued their fight against 
oppression, deviation, blasphemy and discord. Brother Raja'i was among the first 
people who became aware of ideological deviation by the Mojahedin-e Khalq. He broke 
away from them and in spite of their cowardly pressure against Raja'i and his 
sympathizers during their confinement their resistance continued. Following his 
release, Raja'i continued with his fight alongside martyrs Baheshti and Motahari, Dr 
Bahonar, Hashemi Rafsanjani, Hojjatoleslam Khameneh'i, the late Taleqani and their 
fellow militants led by Imam Khomeyni. Assisted by a number of sympathizers, Raja‘'i 
began secretly mobilizing and organizing Moslem teachers in their fight against the 
former regime and was finally able to set up a secret organization called "Association 
of Moslem Teachers.” 


He took part in vast demonstrations in 1356 /21 Mar 77-20 Mar 78/ and 1357 [21 Mar 
78-20 Mar 79/7 and played an important and unforgettable part in the preparation of 
placards and propaganda publications during the big marches. 


Following the victory of the Islamic revolution in 1979 Raja'i was put in charge of 
the Ministry of Education where he was able to finally fulfill one of the dreams of 
this oppressed nation, by equalizing the school system and stamping out discrimination 
ir them by bringing them all under government control. He was later elected as Tehran 
representative in the Islamic Consultative Assembly. Following the suggestion of the 
Assembly to the President on 8/5/1359 £30 Jul 19807 he was presented to the Assembly 
as the first legal Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran and was confirmed by 
a decisive vote. 
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Only 8 days after he became Prime Minister, to the disappointment of the United 
States and its world-devouring allies, the war with the international criminals of 
Saddam began. He was able, despite the obstacles created by Bani Sadr and his 
supporters and the former SAVAK members, to run the country in the best way possible. 
This, in fact, is something no one else could have accomplished in this time period. 
Successive achievements of the Raja'i government under the leadership of the Imam 
and the sacrifices made by the heroic people provided the government such stability 
in international arena that the world-devouring United States could do nothing but 
accept the revolutionary views expressed by the Raja'i government representing a 
nation of 36 million people. 


By steadfastness and obedience to the Imam, coupled with dedication to Islamic prin- 
ciples, Brother Raja'i was able to become an important instrument in scandalizing and 
bringing about the decline of those who deviated. His character and decisive approach 
with regard to both internal and foreign policy made him tremendously popular with 

the nation. 


His behavior at the United Nations, the showing of his feet scarred by torture, his 
important and revealing speech at this influential world center, his confrontations 
with the world-devouring atheist Soviet Union and his method in dealing with the 
puppet governments in the region all pointed to his ability to run the country in 
accordance with the principle of "neither Eastern nor Western." His humility, sim- 
plicity, sincerity and deep love to serve the revolution and the oppressed need not 
be stressed. 


His humble house and a wife who went along with him through all his efforts and 
struggle; and a shining record of a haprv family life, which proves his management 
ability, have all helped disarm his enemies to the extent that no one has yet been 
able to find any fault with him. There have been rumors about him that have ended 
only in betraying the rumor-mongers. In short, the most important asset collected 
by Brother Raja'i at this stage is the full confidence of the Imam in him. He con- 
siders Raja'i a competent Islamic personality and says: "his wisdom outweighs his 
knowledge." When such feeling of confidence is coupled with that of the people and 
the grace of God all the hopes and aspirations of the supporters of the Islamic 
revolution gather such tremendous force that will enable them to go forward, hand in 
hand with their successful President, towards making the country more prosperous 
paving the way forthe continuation of our glorious revolution until the day that the 
rule of the Twelfth Imam, God willing, is finally established. 


9561 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF BAHONAR CABINET MINISTERS 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 15 Aug 81 p 2 
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IRAN 


MORE DIT. TLS ON BANI-SADR FLIGHT REVEALED 
London 8 DAYS in English 8 Aug 81 pp 2-3 


[Article by Tim McGirk] 








IT WAS A bad week for Ayatollah 
Khomeini, one in which Iran's 80-year-old 
revolutionary leader was stunned by a series 
of bad news bulletins — culminating in an 
earthquake which killed at least 8,000 in the 
southeastern province of Kerman. 

The day before that disaster, Iran's most 
wanted man, Abol Hassan Bani Sadr, had 
eluded his captors for the last time. Minus 
moustache, the fugitive ex-president 
slipped aboard a military aircraft at a 
heavily guarded airbase outside Tehran and 
was flown to Paris. To cap it all. the 
embarrassing claim of Tehran's secret arms 
trade with its sworn enemy. Israel. came to 
light. after a mysterious plane crash inside 
the Soviet Union. Iran denies any arms deal 
with the Israelis ever took place. 

The plane, an old turbo-prop CL44 cargo 
aircraft owned by an obscure Argentinian 
company. had been chartered to run $30m 
worth of US-made tank spares and 
ammunition from Tel Aviv to Tehran. It 
had just delivered the third of its scheduled 
12 planeloads when Turkish air-controllers 
saw it make a right angle turn on their radar 
screens and veer off into Soviet airspace. 
where it crashed. 

According to Soviet authorities. the 
CL44 collided with one of two Soviet MiGs 
that scrambled to intercept it. Tass 
remarked cyptically that the CL44 had been 
performing ‘dangerous manoeuvres when 
it hit the Russian fighter. Then Moscow 
hushed up the affair. 

Although Iran's clergy are fanatically 
opposed to Israel, they need spare arms and 
ammunition to continue the Gulf war with 
Iraq. Iran's military, like Israel's, relies 
heavily on US-manufactured weapons. As 
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Washington has banned all arms sales to 
Tehran, the Iranians had nowhere to turn 
but Israel. 

Tehran struck the deal with a Swiss arms 
merchant, Andreas Jenni. According to the 
London Sunday Times, Jenni received 
$600,000 cash in advance for the job. His 
partner was a Scot named Stuart 
McCafferty. 

While Jenni handled the paperwork and 
the negotiations with Tel Aviv. it was up to 
McCafferty to charter an aircraft for the 
dangerous -un. McCafferty first checked 
with cargo airline companies around 
Miami. where he lived. but all US 
companies he contacted were under- 
standably wary about running the arms 
blockade on Iran. 

His search took him to Buenos Aires. 
where he was finally able to lease the CL44 
from Transportes Aereo Rioplatense. The 


_ twin-prop aircraft was then flown up to- 


Miami and refitted with another engine. 
McCafferty checked out of his 
$400-a-month apartment at the 
Broadmoor Complex on 9 July and headed 
for Amsterdam — his last stop before Tel 
Aviv. 

At Amsterdam's Schipol airport. police 
investigated the aircraft because of its 
Strange Argentinian markings. but they 
found nothing. At that point, the CL44 
contained only McCafferty’s truck and the 
police let him go. 

In an interview with the Sunday Times, 
Jenni revealed that the arms pickup in Israel 
was arranged through a British firm that 
represented both Tel Aviv and the Islamic 
regime in Tehran. It was through these 
middlemen that the tank spares were 
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flown to Larnaca airport in Cyprus. 
Because Larnaca’s authorities seldom ask 
questions of arriving or departing cargo 
planes, the airport is often frequented by 
smugglers moving arms around the Middle 
East 

On one of the plane's shuttles through 
Larnaca, the pilot declared that the tank 
parts on board were 6,750 kilos of pipes On 
the other two flights from Tel Aviv. 
McCafferty simply told the Cypriots that 
the cargo hold was empty and the matter 
was left at that. As Andrew Borowrec. 
8 Days special correspondent in Cyprus. 
writes: ‘For a small island airport, Larnaca 
is exceptionally busy. In addition to some 
22) scheduled * movements” a week, there 
are almost as many unscheduled cargo and 
passenger flights using the airport. 

All of this traffic passes under the 
watchful eye of the British and the CIA. 
The British still have two air bases on the 
island, with ultra-sensitive radar 
monitoring equipment, and recently they 
have paid close attention to the shipment of 
Israeli arms through Cyprus to the Christian 
militia in Lebanon. Island observers say, 
however, that this arms deal is the first 
indication that Cyprus has been used as a 
transit point for Israeli arms en route to 
Iran. 

Although Israel and Iran broke relations 
after the Shah's fall, Tel Aviv wants to see 
Iran slug it out with neighbouring Iraq fo. as 
long as possible. ‘Israel is perfectly happy to 
help Iran tear Iraq to pieces,’ one diplomat 
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said. 





All went smoothly for McCafferty until 
the return flight from the third arms 
delivery in Tehran. Turkish military sources 
told 8 Days that soon after the CL44 
crossed from Iran into Turkish airspace, it 
suddenly turned sharply towards the Soviet 
Union. ‘Twice we tried to alert the aircraft, 
but there was no answer. Finally it got 
beyond the range of our radar. We never 
heard from the plane again, said one 
Turkish official. 

Some aviation experts have dismissed 
press accounts that the plane’s navigation 
system had been jammed by Soviet 
electrical devices. Said one London-based 
military expert: ‘The Russians do have 
equipment that can do funny things to 
airplanes — but why would they want to 
waste it on a heap like a CL447” 

A maze likely explanation would be that 
perhaps the ill-fated charter had an 
electronic short-circuit, which might have 
blacked out the navigation system and the 
angry radio warnings from the Soviet 
fighter planes. 

‘I'll bet the pilot never saw the two MiGs.’ 
said one military expert. ‘They probably 
came in on his tail, angry as hell that they 
couldn't get any response from him on the 
radio. When that didn’t work, the Russians 
probably flew in closer to get the pilot's 
attention. 

At that moment, it is possible that one of 
the Russians misjudged the speed of the 
slow-moving cargo plane and they collided. 
‘Evidently,’ the expert added, ‘the Russians 
caught more than the pilot's attention. 
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COOPERATION AMONG OPPOSITION GROUPS ASSERTED 
Tehran PEYAM-E ENQELAB in Persian No 36 11 Jul 81 pp 70-73 


ZText7 In the name of God. For some time now certain develop- 
ments have assumed a posture of confrontation with the rule 

of the "Imam's line" during which customary and practical 
means are used in order to seize power and remove from the 
scene the legal and legitimate rule of the Imam's line. 

These developments emanate merely from an alliance of rightist 
and leftist groups and factions--from the flashily dressed 
European types to leftists and opportunists--who have not 
refrained from resorting to trickery and deception to gain 
power. This situation is not like flowing water but a mirage 
which as other unholy conditions deserves the reward of hell 
to which our Imam says it will go. This chapter is an effort 
to study and understand this course of events. 


We are now witnessing a major development on the Islamic Revolution's road toward 

the establishment and the strengthening of the pillars of the Islamic Republic on 

the basis of true Islam and under the leadership of the Religious Guardian- 

Jurisprudent, a development which can only result in the seclusion and elimination 

of all forces and trends opposed to the Islamic Revolution. This is at a time when 

the great leader of the revolution has left the road open for all these forces to 

return to the bosom of the people and the revolution, has given them the benefit of 

his guidance and leadership, and has spared no effort in carrying out his sacred and - 
humanitarian duties in order that reason may prevail upon them, ourselves and the 

world, with no room left for excuse. 


Unfortunately the guidance, advice and warnings of the Imam for a change in their 
antipopular position and policy were ineffective. They egotistically and arrogantly 
ignored the wise advice, believing they would be spared any reaction because of the 
war, the supremacy of law and the decisive struggle against world arrogance in which 
the Imam and the people are engaged. They became more determined each day in carrying 
out their devilish schemes. Their activities reached a point that forced the leader 
to choose either a continuation of the Islamic Revolution based on true and pure 
Islam or divergence from it. It is clear what the Imam's choice would be in this 
matter. 
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Counterrevolutionary Developments 


The major and effective role in the developments under discussion belong to specific 
groups which, lacking popular base, owe their existence to the protection of Bani- 
Sadr as president of the republic and to their alliance with the Bureau of Coordi- 
nation as the group operating under his leadership and other political prostitutes. 
Priot to the tragic events which occurred at the University on 14 Esfand {5 Mar/ and 
exposed their secret, they had had hands outstretched for such coordination and 
alliance. The unholy alliance of these groups, of which some move against the 
rotation of the president's axis, has not sought and does not seek a common goal nor 
does it operate from one motivation. Rather each, independent in thought and moti- 
vation, decided to cut himself a hat out of the felt of tactical alliance by 
studying and choosing, for example, the best method for overthrowing the Imam's line, 
preparing a “succession” plan, and finally drawing up and putting into action other 
devilish schemes. 


These so-called harmonious yet disparate allies fall into two separate groups: the 
first group considers liberalism as its haven of hope and dominance over the Imam's 
rule its fond goal and desire. Since this group attaches special importance to its 

goal of liberal government, it sees its salvation from a rudderless existence of 
unconcern, pleasure and selfgratification in replacing the Khomeyni rule with a 
liberal government affiliated with the Western bloc. Finally, because they con- 
sider liberalism an ideal state, they concentrate in attaining such a form of govern- 
ment and are prepared to pay a high price in order to reach their objective. 


The National Front and the Ranjbaran Party can be specifically mentioned as being 
in this group. 


A. The National Front 


From the start of the revolution, the National Front was among groups and organi- 
zations that separated themselves from the people and their revolutionary line, 
finding it difficult to tolerate the anti-American and general anti-affiliation 
character of the movement or to cooperate and keep in step with the Islamic nation. 
The discovery of documents in the U.S. spy den concerning the cooperation of some 
members of its leadership tore off from their soiled faces the false mask of 
"nationalist, revolutionary" and even further exposed their servile hands. We 
must not forget it is this revolutionary typhoon which exposes and disgraces all 
affiliated fronts, individuals and pawns standing in its antiimperialist path-- 
rejecting and sending them into oblivion. 


The "Nationalists" who are used to wearing suits made of foreign material adopted 

a more hostile attitude toward the revolution after the resignation of Karim Sanjabi 
from the provisional government, and decided to battle the Islamic Republic. Their 
vain efforts brought about their own seclusion and oblivion. These individuals, 

who usually wear cologne and are distinguishable by their ties, see the end of 

their goals and aspirations in an active and vigorous Islamic society which they of 
necessity must oppose. In continuing their vile political and social existence, 

they align themselves with trends of common interest and direction which, at the 

same time, allows them a base of operation and needed political standing and prestige 
to continue their treachery. 











Liberal Rule a Strategy of the National Front 


For this reason, the strategy of the National Front isto work for a liberal type of 
government under the leadership of Bani-Sadr. It feels it cannot find a better 
system in which it can attain untrammelled Western type freedom, coalition govern- 
ment, the enjoyment of Western culture, unlimited freedom of capital and struggle 
against "reaction" and other sacred and Islamic freedom-seeking concepts. The 
Nationalist, therefore, have not spared and do not spare any effort in supporting 
liberals and liberal rule. This was shown by their treacherous role in creating 
tumult and riot in recent days in the name of support for Bani-Sadr. The proof of 
this role was the arrest of a number of their participating and freedom seeking 
followers! We believe these are the last throes of the European style Nationalists 
who will soon fall in the garbage bin of history. 


B. The Ranjbaran Party 


The Maoist Ranjbaran Party has shown considerable fluctuation of attitude during 
the revolutionary period and has adopted differing stands vis-a-vis the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. In searching for the root causes of such stands, which are 
separate from its organizational character, 2 major factors present themselves: 
1) the types of individuals who organize the group and those that support it; 

2) its line, policy and strategy. 


As can be gleamed from articles and writings carried by the Ranjbaran Party's 
official newspaper, the organizers of the group generally are intellectuals who 
lean toward the West and who consider specially Europe the cradle of civilization, 
freedom and independence and their house of hope. There appears to be no doubt 
about their spiritual and cultural attachment to the West. However, their political 
and organizational links are debatable. By expounding the slogan "Neither the 
United States nor Russia. Long live a free and self-reliant Iran," the Ranjbaran 
Party has tried to make society believe it favors the Islamic Republic's concept of 
"Neither East nor West." Yet their actions, coupled with a succession of attitudes 
adopted up to the present and specially in recent times, show clearly that its 
slogan is a deception intended to hoodwink and attract independence-seeking forces. 
The take-over of the Iranian mission at the UN carried out recently by elements 
affiliated with the party is proof enough of this because that action provided 

fresh material for foreign and Western sources by allowing them to give the impression 
that Iran is beset by chaos, confusion, unrest and discontent, a situation that 
spills over abroad. Also, they held meetings at which they commiserated with those 
disgruntled with the Islamic regime and agreed to rise against Imam Khomeyni by 
strengthening wellknown elements and trends outside the mainstream, to spray poison, 
and to create disorder by using propaganda facilities placed at their disposal by 
Washington. The effect of all this is submission to the tutelage and leadership 

of the world-devouring United States. 


The Maoist line is the second factor used as intellectual justification for the 
flawed attitudes adopted by the Ranjbaran Party in the continuation of its political 
existence. This is because the Maoist political line which follows the Three-World 
thesis of Mao, works in practice and officially toward and to the benefit of imper- 
ialism. By adopting such a course and by coming up against the anti-imperialist 
nature of our Revolution, the Ranjbaran Party finds itself unable to adopt a pure 
party of unwavering hue. 
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Yhe Conmection between this theory and the Ranjbaran Party comes into more clear 
focus when, despite millions of popular votes, they try to portray Khomeyni as a 
ruling despot! They go on to invite all so-called progressive elements as well as 
freedom-loving and revolutionary groups and organizations to continue their struggle 
for freedom and independence without heeding threats and frightening attitudes from 
Imam Khomeyni or any other authority of the Islamic Republic! Thus the Ranjbaran 
Party, unhappy over the Khomeyni regime, seeks to bring about its ideal society 
similar to those of Europe. With the close relationship between Bani-Sadr and these 
gentlemen in mind, we can say the situation tallies. By throwing their support 
behind him, these individuals want Bani-Sadr to become absolute ruler and their bridge 
to victory. It must be noted that the Ranjbaran Party's support for Bani-Sadr is 
not partial or a tactical one but is precedented. The presence of Maoist elements 
in the presidential offices as well as in the Bureau of Coordination is a further 
confirmation of this. 


Ranjbaran Party and Recent Events 


Relatively speaking, the Ranjbaran Party's role in recent events was no less than 
those of Mojahedin-e Khalg and the Bureau of Coordination. By actively participating 
in the clashes and supporting Bani-Sadr, they hoped to be able to put his views into 
action and give reality to his predictions. As we have said, this was the only road 
left for this bankrupt party to follow, because, after its quarrel with the Leader, 
it finds it difficult even to breathe in our revolutionary society. Naturally, its 
future cannot be any better than that of its co-traveller, the National Front. 


We should remember that the events involving the National Front and the Ranjbaran 
Party will result in the seclusion of Bani-Sadr, To insure continuation of their 
treacherous existence, they will transfer their attention abroad to benefit from 
imperialist resources and to devote their endeavors to propaganda against the 
Islamic Revolution. Because of political workings and the lack of irregular forces, 
the notion of an armed struggle in this connection is not a correct one. 


The second group considers liberalism as the means to its goals. 


Although these persons have come under the protective umbrella of the liberals and 
have in turn risen to their support, they mentally oppose the liberals whose carcass 
they want to pass in attaining their ideal classless society. This group's alliance 
with the liberals is in reality a tactical one because these persons, contrary to 
the first group category, do not set much value on liberalism but have raised this 
as a banner against "reaction" and want to use it as a bridge across the waterway of 
reaction. Mojahedi-e Khalq is most distinguishable in this group's lineup. 


Mojahedi-e Khalq 


Following the Revolution, the Mojahedi-e Khalq Organization moved to the ranks of 
those opposed to the Revolution because of the attitudes and "radical" positions it 
adopted in order not to be outdone by the leftists. This opposition, with all its 
intensity and weaknesses, has come to a point of shamelessly accusing the Islamic 
Republic of identifying with Zionism. It also entertains the groundless idea that 
the Iragi imposed war was triggered by the Islamic Republic for the purpose of 
exporting its revolution, and that this has brought revolutionary Iran closer to the 


United States! Even more shamelessly, they hint at absolving Iraq despite its open 
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aggressions, defamations and destructional This cofles as fw surpiise bevause the 
transgressions of the Mojahedi against the Imam's line in the name of opposition to 
"reaction" has its roots in the pick-and-choose nature of their ideology. (A study 

of this angle is not a part of this article.) The Mojahedi have pushed their hos- 
tility toward the Imam's line to a point that their opposition and goal of overthrowing 
the Islamic Republic have pulled them toward liberalism as a result of strong wishes 
within the organization. To us, the roots of this desire are caused by the 

following: 


1. As the Mojahedi have themselves clearly indicated, they lack the resources 
needed to confront the “ruling reaction” or the Imam's line, and they feel that in 
present circumstances and with present forces they would be unable to act against 
the "reaction" which operates from a strong and extensive base. 


2. Mojahedi's opposition to the Islamic Republic has crested to the point that it 
accuses the ruling establishment of identifying with Zionism and of leaning toward 
the United States. It considers its struggle against this a duty. 


3. Liberalism under Bani-Sadr and his allies is the only movement which has 
relative capability and relative grassroots support to pit it against "reaction." 


The Mojahedi thus felt they could, with their support, set up a wide and unified 
front aimed at destroying "reaction." They thus put their hearts into such support, 
hoping after victory over reaction they could accentuate liberal contradictions 

and weaknesses and assume the reins of power at last! In preparing the future ground 
and a plan of “succession; Mojahedi-e Khalq reached the stage of having to support 

the liberals and Bani-Sadr. At the same time they had a great fear of close relations 
between Bani-Sadr and the Imam's line and used every means to widen the gap between 
them. We may add that this very tactical and partial support for Bani-Sadr indicates 
that if the Mojahedi one day were to find it in their interest to oppose him, they 
would not hesitate to do so. Take heed people of vision. 


Mojahedi's Role in Recent Clashes 


The Mojahedi operated as the pivot of the opposition in the recent street clashes, 
disturbances and killings, specially thuse which occurred on 30 Khordad 20 Jun/. 
They had beforehand prepared the necessary ground as well as sufficient resources, 
including militia and other facilities. What factor or factors pulled the Mojahedi 
to such a stand! There is no doubt the Mojahedi themselves were not overly 

pleased by the turn of events, even though they had for some time before prepared 
for armed struggle and had entertained hopes that Iran would be "Lebanonized." Yet 
they did not allow notions to affect their practical assessment. They felt that 
because of certain reasons the time was not appropriate for such action. Inevitably 
they fell into such a position. The removal of Bani-Sadr as commander-in-chief of 
the armed forces and the debate concerning his political limitations took them, his 
allies, by complete surprise and put them into a state of amazement and stupor which 
eventually reflected the bloody evening of 30 Khordad. Fearing their political 
demise in the removal of Bani-Sadr, Mojahedi-e Khalq threw caution to the winds and 
entered the fray come what may, showing further their foul character by their savage 
killing of Hezbollah supporters. 








Having entered the fray with all their forces and resources, Mojahedi-e Khalq know 
they will never have a more suitable opportunity than at present and are therefore 
intent in creating social apprehension, causing intrigue, and continuing sedition, 
unrest and killings to a point that would bring down the government. At the same 
time they are telling Bani-Sadr, who has boast-d resistance and a firm stand, to 
resist and not to leave the field. This posture also helps to keep up the motivation 
of Mojahedi's supporters and sympathizers. 


Bani-Sadr did not have the ability, however, to put up resistance, and his fall was 
the equivalent of sending liberalism into seclusion. This has caused the inflamed 
climate to subside and to stabilize the government more than before. This will 
cause Mojahedi's supporters to lose motivation and the organization itself to look 
for a newer stand. 
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VITAL ISSUES DISCUSSED BY WEST AZARBAIJAN GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 28 Jul 81 p 4 


[Text] Orumiyeh. Asghar Ebrahimi, the new governor-general of West Azarbaijan 
Province announced his own viewpoints in regard to various problems of the region 
in a radio-television and press conference. 


The governor-general of West Azarbaijan delivered certain explanations concerning 

his own 1 month accomplishments in the province. Concerning the difficulties of 

the province he said: We have taken wide measures in the area of establishing 

security. In order to establish security, the government will carry out its goal 

with che use of its human resources. The occupation of the "Sardaghi" heights | 
and the Qasemlu valley and the purification of a number of villages in this region, | 
as well as the purification of the Seru road are among the tasks which have been 

accomplished in this area. The process of purification is being continued de- 

cisively and victoriously. 


Favorable Groundwork for Purification 


The governor-general continued: The basis of purification in these regions is that 
we believe that ‘the deprived and oppressed Muslim Kurdish people, who like their 
compatriots were the objects of injustice and tyranny throughout history and during 
the previous regime, have to be looked upon differently from the counter- 
revolutionaries. The way we confront the counter-revolutionaries is completely 
different from the way we confront our deprived Muslim Drothers. 


The governor-general of West Azarbaijan also said: We are happy that after the 
decisiveness of the responsible officials in the area of establishing security, 
our Kurdish Muslim brothers have increased their cooperation and relations with us 
in various regions of the province. As a result, a very favorable groundwork for 
the purification of these regions has come about. What is interesting is that we 
entrust the purification to the people themselves so that they can continue their 
daily lives in the shade of the Islamic Republic far from any kind of intimidation, 
anxiety or pressure. 


Alluding to his recent trip to Sardasht and the preparedness of local individuals 

to cooperate with the government and to establish security, Ebrahimi added: With 
the passage of time the ugly face of counter revolutionary elements--including the 
disbanded Democratic Party, Kumeleh and individuals like Qasemlu and Sheykh Ezzoddin, 
who from the beginning of the revolution were working for the benefit of Sadden 

and the Ba'th Party and for the super-criminals--had come to be revealed to the 
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Kurdish Muslim people and through employing military and law enforcement forces, 
we have recognized and neutralized many counter-revolutionary plans. In order to 
establish the authority of the government of the Islamic Republic in the regions 
under the influence of these political groups and the mercenaries of the super- 
crinicate, we have harmonized, organized and arranged all of our forces under the 
prc 1 security council. Since we benefit from the total support of the 
Islamic Republic and the country's security council, and because of the experiences 
we have acquired in organized and unorganized warfare, with hope in God and with 
the resolution of the responsible and Muslim people of the region, we will soon 
reestablish security in the region. 


Problem of High Prices 


Concerning high prices in Orumiyeh the governor-general of West Azarbaijan said: 
Since up until now no decisive and serious activity has been carried out with 

regard to the problem of high prices, and taking into account the special 
circumstances of the region, the lack of correct display and requisition and other 
problems, the prices of goods in the bazaar have multiplied several times. There- 
fore we held a meeting with our pious brothers from the bazaar and it was 

decided first, that all of the shopkeepers will post the prices within eyesight 

of their customers, so that we will be able to stabilize prices to a certain degree; 
and second, that by assigning a large number of law enforcement agents to the roads, 
we will prevent the inordinate export of products and foodstuffs. At the same 

time we have begun @ thorough battle against boarding and holding back goods. 
Through contacting the Army of Economic Mobilization in Tehran, we have attempted 

to increase our allotments of general foodstuffs, building materials, cooking 

oil, heating oil, etc. In order to battle against overpricing and hoarding we 

have attempted to display more goods, establish a system of just distribution and 
supervise prices, and we have also activated the guilds’ court. 


The governor-general added: From now on wheat will be given to bakeries at a 

price of 10 rials. We are aiming to keep the price of bread stable throughout 

the province and, by increasing the number of bakeries in the city, to solve the 
problem of bread which has caused certain difficulties for our fellow city-dwellers. 


Contract With Turkey 


In alluding to the problem of meat Mr Ebrahimi added: In this connection contracts 
have been signed with our neighboring country Turkey. Livestock will be delivered 
to the Iranian authorities at the price of $2 per kilo, and ritually slaughtered 
meat at an appropriate price. 


Concerning unemployment the governor-general of West Azarbaijan said: In a country 
which has carried out a revolution the problem of unemployment is completely natural, 
particularly since in our country there has also been a war. Nevertheless, keeping 
in mind this province's large possibilities, suitable land, water and geographical 
conditions, we will attempt to increase the number of centers of production through 
investments by means of the provincial bank, the Center for the Expansion of 
Productive Services and Development and the provincial government, and in this 

way provide the unemployed with jobs. 











He added: In addition to these programs, we will ahsorb a certain number of the 
unemployed in the establishment of security in insecure regions. 


Then the governor-general of West Agarbaijan alluded to the activation of 

government departments and their combination with revolutionary organizations. He 
said: In this connection we have had numerous meetings with the responsible 
officials of the departments and the organizations. By integrating the government 
organizations with the departments and by utilizing the power of the youth, we will 
attempt to employ the organizations and the departmental budgets and their many 
resources for the benefit and welfare of the people of the region. It has even been 
decided to organize a number of commissions composed of the organizations and the 
departments in the domains of drinking water, agriculture, housing, construction, 
roads, hygiene and medical services, cultural affairs, and industrial and commercial 
occupations and services. Of course in this connection we have issued repeated 
warnings to the transgressing general directors and employees that they must bring 
themselves into line with the Islamic revolution. 


We Are Ready for Martyrdom 


Alluding to the recent conflicts in the city region (shahrestan) of Mahabad, he 
added: in an interview Reagan, the U.S. president, said that an opportunity 

would still remain until July. If they could break up the elections in Iran, 

their dominance in the Middle East could be preserved; otherwise, they would have 
to give up their hope for Iran. In this connection his foreign and domestic 

agents had mobilized themselves to upset the elections. In Kordestan also the 

band of Qasemlu, Ezzoddin, the Democrats and Kumeleh were carrying out their final 
useless efforts to establish an atmosphere of insecurity and upset the villages and 
roads in order to break up the elections in these regions. But fortunately, with 
the cooperative efforts of the military and others in the province we were able 

to capture many of them, including one of the Kumeleh leaders, who was carrying 
important information and documents. Moreover, the forces of Islam are ready to 
respond to any sort of counter-revolutionary activities will all their power and 
resources with the aim of putting the laws of Islam into effect in the region. 

In this path we also are ready for every kind of bravery and martyrdom, for such 
martyrdoms are necessary in order that the goals of the revolution may be realized. 


Alluding to the allotments of heating oil in the province he then pointed out that 
the problem of oil had become a difficulty for the people because of a slow-down 

on the part of the responsible official of the provincial oil company, the weakness 
of the fuel committee in respect to an overall plan for the distribution of oil, 

and the limits on the agents of distribution. But fortunately, with the appointment 
of the new governor-general, this problem would soon be solved. If necessary, 

even forty liters of heating oil instead of thirty would be supplied to homes. 


The governor-general of West Azarbaijan then gave the good news that, in regard 
to the recent repeated blackouts, which occurred either because of sabotage or 
insufficient power, two 22 megavolt powerhouses are under construction. God 
willing, one of them will begin functioning in the coming week and the second 
at the end of the month. 


Then in the course of denying the existence of agents of Kahtiar, Palizban and 
Uveysi on the border of Iran and Turkey, Ebrahimi said concerning the construction 


of roads: God willing, the military roads necessary to move military forces 
to the regions on the border under the influence of counterrevolutionaries will 


soon be constructed. 
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PROBLEMS OF DAM BUILDING IN BALUCHESTAN REVIEWED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 21 Jul 81 p 10 


[Excerpts] We have talked about Baluchestan, its riches, pains and bereavement. 
We discussed how the region's potentials had been ignored and that how it could 
be revived by just a little attention. 


Such are the conditions of a region that if brought under cultivation could pro- 
vide the nation with its needed grain, and if the construction work of the 
"Pishin" dam in the region were completed all the power needs of a vast area 
could be met and the living conditions of the inhabitants could be raised con- 
siderably from the present zero level. The new dam is being or will be built on 
the Sarbaz River in the "Pishin" region located at about 120 to 150 kilometers 
from Chah Bahar. Water of the Sarbaz River, and generally in all of the region, 
is plentiful only during the rainy season which often causes floods filling the 
reservoirs and, at the same time, prevent damages. Another dam was to be con- 
structed in the Sarbaz region (on the same river) in an area approximately 200 
kilometers south of Iran-shahr but its plans are not yet completed. 


Another small dam was to be built on the same river in the Bahu Kalat region some 
60 to 70 kilometers below the Pishin Dam. This was meant to collect the run-off 
waters from the Pishin Dam and prevent them from going to waste. 


After the victory of the revolution, the Reconstruction Crusade, which had already 
built a number of dirt dams for the farmers in the area, decided to construct a 
dirt dam in the Bahu Kalat region before the Pishin Dam was built, This was to 
help speedily improve the sad conditions of the people in the region. 


Construction work began last year. In building the dam, the Reconstruction 
Crusade depended on local inhabitants for the needed labor force bringing only 
the engineers and technicians from outside. This helped greatly in reducing, even 
though temporarily, unemployment. A large number of people of the Bahu Kalat 
village were also put to work and the construction work continued without inter- 
ruption night and day. At the beginning, people could not believe their eyes and 
could not even imagine that water, the source of life, they had longed for for so 
many years, the lack of which had been the main cause of their pain, poverty and 
misery, would soon become available to them. They were soon asking themselves 
that if the dam was really going to be built and their barren land would come to 
life. They would be asking themselves if they could long for a better life as a 
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result of the project. At first, people were suspicious, but as the construction 
work continued and the dam began to rise the feeling of suspicion gave way to 
hope filling the people with excitement. After the level of water behind the dam 
began to rise following showers and a number of rainfalls people, filled with joy, 
began to congratulate one another and the Baluchis who had gone to the Persian 
Culf sheikdoms to work, began sending congratulatory letters to their kin after 
they had learned about the events. Construction of the dam was finally completed 
with only the top layer stili tc be finished. Water collected behind the dam 
created a lake six kilometers long causing excitement among the people in the 
area. The prices of their barren land had increased and everybody was talking 
about the types of the crops they were going to raise. The beautiful sight of the 
water reflected in their eyes and the cool breeze coming from the waters in that 
burning hot weather soothed their ailing earts.... 


Everybody was saying that Khomeyni had built them the dam and that the shah had 
done nothing for them. It was Khomeyni who had brought them water and had created 
the lake. 


The Reconstruction Crusade had spent 6 million tumans to build the dam in 9 months 
time despite lack of many needed facilities and equipment. 


But when the time came to lay down concrete on the top layer of the dam an untimely 
rain and the flash flood which followed suddenly raised the water level in the 

lake covering the unfinished dan, washing it down and with it the hopes of the 
people. With the dam gone the beautiful lake also disappeared. 


What remained were the people and the burning hot sun and the dry land which was 
glowing more mercilessly at them. Bitterness and a feeling of total dispair was 
all that remained....In our visit to the area people were pleadingly telling us 

to ask Imam Khomeyni to rebuild their dam, They would say that ‘hey did not 

want anything from the government except that their dam be rebuilt again. They 
repeated this not ten but hundreds of times. They all asked that their message 
be conveyed to Imam Khomeyni. At the end of our visit, and as our car was moving 
away, we could still hear them saying: "We are not asking anything except for our 
dam to be constructed and water brought to us." 


The building of dams has special importance for Baluchestan and they could per- 
haps be put in better use in that region as far as the taking care of the people's 
needs are concerned....The Baku Kalat Dan, located immediately above the Dashtiari 
region, will be capable of bringing under cultivation an area stretched 100 kilo- 
meters down to Chahbahar. It could also help irrigate a vast area of the nearby 
barren deserts. 


It is reported that the Reconstruction Crusade is not keen about reappropriating 
further funds for the rebuilding of the broken dam because it feels that the 6 
million tumans already spent had gone down the drain. The organization may be 
right to have expected a better construction job so that it would not have been so 
easily destroyed. Yet, and in spite of all that, the organization is one of the 
most active forces in the area and is capable of accomplishing things faster and 
cheaper by utilizing local forces. People are still pinning their hopes on the 
organization and we hope that it could, with the help of the government and 
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and similar facilities, rebuild the dam which so many thousands of our oppressed 
compatriots, who live under extremely poor conditions, are looking to. 


Dashtiari is comprised of some 300 villages. Rainwaters provide the villagers 
with tneir drinking water. They have no deep wells. Whatever agriculture they 
have is by dry farming. Farmers are at the mercy of the Almighty. The construction 
of this dam and the Pishin Dam will bring life to this area. That is because at 
this post-revolutionary period, given the opportunity, people are prepared for 
self-improvement and if they desire, which they do, they can actively participate 
in various fields. It is quite different from the past in which any individual 

who wanted to develop a piece of land was usually faced with a khan or a chieftain 
who would claim the ownership of the land. If a farmer would dare to ask him why 
he thought that the piece of land that had remained barren and uncultivated for 
years belonged to him the chief would have answered that his forefathers had tilled 
the land some 100 or 200 years earlier. We are not concerned how he could have 
proved his claim of ownership. The fact is that people were enslaved and under 
pressure and did not have even the ability of developing a piece of barren and dry 
land. 


In general, every part of the country was under the influence of a khan or a chief- 
tain. 


During my visit to Baluchestan in the early stage of the revolution I met a farmer 
who had been exiled to the village of Ziarat a few months earlier. He was very 
angry and was one of Sardar Sa’idi’s slave-farmers. Sardar Sa*idi is a former 
representative in the shah's Majles and is now a fugitive in the mountains of 
Pakistan and Baluchestan. This man used to get million-tuman loans to develop 
Baluchestan but he spent his loans to develop, through the labor of his slaves, 

a large tract of land called "Garmbeyt," where he put to work various agricultural 
machinery and installed deep-well pumps. He did all this for himself and not for 
the people of Baluchestan whom he did not care for. 


The exiled farmer had protested during the harvest time that his share of the 
crop was not enough to take care of his needs, This had infuriated Sardar and 
had brought about his exile. 


People like Sardar, helped by their local gunmen, acted like Gods. As a result 
of the revolution their dirty hands were cut off and the freed slaves are now 
feeling free.... 


There is something else that I would like to recount....Two years later I went 
back to "Garmbeyt" and talked with the farmers, the same farmers who were once 
Sa'idi'ts slaves...1 said well, you are no longer oppressed by him. He is a fugi- 
tive in the mountains and that everything that you grow is yours. One of the 
farmers answered that it was not so. He said that Sa’idi had told them in a mes- 
sage that he was going to give us half and take the other half for himself. I 
said that he was no longer there. He answered that in his message Sa’idi had said 
that in harvest time he would come with his armed men to take away his share. 
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I asked why they were not going to stand up against him. He said because he was 
going to kill them otherwise.... 


The oppressed who for long have felt the weight of the boots of the cruel and 
blood-thirsty local chiefs on their backs are not easily capable of throwing them 
off. 


Despite the fact that these oppressors are now fugitives the intimidated farmers 
still tremble from the pressure of the past oppression and injustices. That is why 
when Sardar secretly slips into the village to claim his share of the crops the 
villagers, instead of rising against him and his men, surrender to his demands and 
give him what he is demanding. 


Those who now and then cause disorder in Baluchestan are local chiefs and their 
agents. They do so because they have lost their personal interests and their con- 
trol of the local people...The government is standing up against them. This 
government is for the oppressed and not for the local chief and whoever is in cohort 
with him, and will never come to terms with then. 


The government must do everything to further establish its rules in the region. 
The more it can do so the better it will be able to rid the people from these 
bandits who have been trampling the rights of the toiling and oppressed people. 


Unemployment is rampant in Baluchestan. Lack of opportunities and high prices are 
intolerable. There is a total shortage of yogurt, eggs, cheese, milk and meat. 

If eggs are found in certain centers such as Chahbahar, they are sold at 5 tumans 
apiece. One of the main reasons that some local people cooperate with the 
smugglers and engage in smuggling is unemployment. What can one expect from one 
who is hungry? When one looks at the hungry faces of his children he is ready to 
do anything to be able to save them from starvation. This is more true in a 
society where the level of education, culture and civilization is low. 


By taking speedy action to create employment it could be said that, without 
exaggeration, some 90 percent of those who are now engaged in smuggling or are 
cooperating with the outlaws will quit and turn to honorable professions and 
join the revolution again. 


Therefore, creating jobs in the region, which could be done in various fashions, 
is the key to the solution of the existing problems in that region. 
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NEW AIRPORTS TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN TEN CITIES 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 28 Jul 81 p 12 


[Text] With the aim of completing and expanding the country's airports, ninety 
projects and plans for programs of airport construction are in progress during 
the current year. All airports in the countty are being improved and expanded. 
In Khorramabad, Sari, Ilam, Konarak, Saravan, Bandar Langeh, Yasuj, Ardabil, 
Shushtar and Tabas new airport facilities are being established. 


In an exclusive interview with an ETTALA'AT reporter, Dr Baba‘i, the deputy 
dir ector for operational and technical affairs of the civil aviation agency 
announced programs for the establishment of new airports in provincial capitals 
and distant cities as follows: 


In the Khorramabad city region (shahrestan) terminal facilities and appurtenances, 
police and fire stations nad new access roads for the airport are being prepared. 


With the aim of establishing a terminal and its appurtenances in Sari, a 
police and fire station, parking lots for automobiles and airplanes, and airport 
facilities for Sari's Dasht-e Naz airport are being constructed. 


For the Bushehr airport a terminal and access roads, a parking lot and a control 
tower will be built. 


Dr Baba'i added: A terminal for the Ilam airport will also be established; a 
terminal for the new airport in Esfahan and an international terminal for the 
Shiraz airport will also be constructed; and basic changes in the terminal and 
airport of Zahedan will be carried out. 


Concerning the expansion of the network of domestic flights to secondary cities 
and the establishment of new airports in these cities he said: Ome of the 
programs upon which the martyred engineer Musa Kalantari placed great emphasis 

was the establishment of airports for regions which are only accessible by land 
with difficulty. For this reason projects are being carried out which will enable 
the inhabitants of these regions to be linked by air routes. He added: In short, 
in order to expand the network of domestic flights, at the present moment 
construction activities are being carried out in the folowing iocations: the 
establishment of a terminal and its appurtenances for the airports in the province 
of Sistan va Baluchestan, like the airports in Chahbahar (Konarak) and Saravan; 
establishment of a terminal and airport facilities in Yasuj, Ardabil and Nowshahr; 
the establishment of an emergency airport at Shushtar; the Tabas airport project, 
the project for expanding and improving the airport of Kermanshah. 
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The deputy director for operational and technical affairs was asked, "Considering 
the economic boycott, haven't there been any problems in relation to the electronic 
equipment for the airport traffic control and for guaranteeing the safety of 
flights?” He replied: 


The economic blockade, or the disinclination to enter into contracts on the part 
of foreign companies in charge of selling electronic guidance and communication 
parts and equipment after the victory of the Islamic revolution of Iran, brought 
into existence certain strictures in regard to the import of aviation systems. 
But with the passage of a decree by the revolutionary council exempting the 
purchase of the necessary equipment and parts from the current rules of the 
country, a select committee of technical and financial experts of the agency went 
abroad. After having recourse to the companies and middlemen and assuring them 
that the purchases would be paid for in cash, they acquired a certain amount of the 
necessary equipment. After a time most of that was delivered, but the rest has 
still not been delivered. 


It should also be pointed out that in such circumstances the middlemen will 
always be able to set the prices themselves, but, they could also create the pos- 
sibility of breaking the economic blockade. 
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IRAQ 


WESTERN ARMS SUFPLIES SOUGHT 


London 8 DAYS in English No 3l, 8 Aug 81 p 20 


(Text ] 


AS THE GULF war grinds on, Iraq is 
increasingly likely to turn to the West for 
arms — and the market could be enormous. 

Until now, Iraq has been mainly 
dependent on Eastern bloc arms: hence the 
surprise generated by a recent report in 
London's Sunday Times that the largely 
state-owned British Aerospace was 
considering a deal to establish an assembly 
plant in Iraq, for production of the light 
Hawk trainer aircraft. 

Establishment of the assembly plant 
would be preceded by the sale to Iraq of an 
unknown number of assembled Hawks, the 
report said. Informed sources consider that 
this might constitute a sale of around 30 
aircraft within two months of the deal being 
signed. Preliminary studies for starting up 
the assembly plant continue apace, with 
about 12 British engineers travelling to 
Baghdad each week to work out the details. 

Military experts confirm that the Hawk 
has mainly a training function. But some 
models do provide an option for light 
air-to-air ground missiles, and could 
therefore be used in counter-insurgency 
operations in northern Iraq as well as along 
some of the Gulf ar battlefronts. 
Speculation over the Hawk deal follows the 
agreement signed late last yer under which 
France started shipment of Mirage fighters 
to Iraq. Those shipments continue. 


As part of the long military shopping list 
they are now toteing around western 
markets, the Iraqis are reported to be 
particularly interested in the advanced Shir 
I] battletanks especially developed for Gulf 
conditions under order from the Shah. With 
the revolution in Iran, that deal was 
suspended. With its heavy Chobham 
armour, the Shir would be a valuable assets 
for Iragi armoured units now making do 
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with diminishing numbers of Soviet T62s 
and T54/S5s. 

Replacement of its Soviet weaponry from 
the original suppliers now seems an 
increasingly remote possibility for Iraq. In 
1972, already close Iraqi relations with the 
Soviets were formalised in a treaty of 
friendship and cooperation between the 
two states, but now that friendship seems to 
be waning fast. 

Informed Arab sources report that when 
Iraqi deputy premier and leading 
ideologue, Tarik Aziz, made the most 
recent of his periodic visits to Moscow just a 
few weeks ago, he was told his government 
would have to end the war against Iran 
before the Soviets would ship any more 
arms. The Soviets had suspended new arms 
shipments to Iraq when the war started last 
September. But with most of their 
250,000-man armed forces trained on 
Eastern bloc weaponry, the Iraqis clearly 
needed constant supplies to replace those 
expended in the war effort. They found 
much of what they needed in the more 
shadowy reaches of the vast Middle East 
arms market: some Soviet weaponry from 
North Yemen was shipped in through Saudi 
Arabia, and more reportedly came from 
Egypt. 

But the Iraqis soon realised that such 
adhoc purchases could never keep them 
going. To think of turning West for arms 
technology was a natural progression for a 
government that had already developed a 
strong interest in western civil technology. 
Among the western arms-producing 
nations, Britain now seems well placed to 
take advantage of any spending money the 
Iraqis might have on offer. A previous Iraqi 
preference for France has cooled 
considerably since Giscard d’Estaing lost 
the presidential election and the 
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Americans, despite a growing trade 
interest, still have no diplomatic links with 
Iraq — their former embassy in Baghdad is 
still being used as a headquarters by the 
Iraqi foreign minist:. 

There are certainly growing signs that the 
Iraqis have curbed their antipathy to all 
things American: :he deal the two sides 
worked out in the UN Security Council in 
the wake of the Israeli bombing of Baghdad 
was firm evidence of this. 
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IRAQ 


RAIL, ROAD LINK DEVELOPMENT GIVEN HIGH PRIORITY 


London 8 DAYS in English No 31, 8 Aug 81 p 41 


(Text } 


IRAQ has been almost entirely landlocked 
since the start of the war wiht Iran. Even 
when at peace, the country had only two 
ports — Basra and Umm Qasr — both in the 
south. Moreover Basra suffered from 
severe congestion. 

Today Basra can no longer be used; it is 
intermittently bombarded from the other 
side of the Shatt al Arab by Iranian guns at 
Abadan. The Iraqis therefore have to use 
trade routes through Kuwait, Jordan, 
Turkey and Syria: between Aqaba and 
Baghdad, long lines of lorries trundle across 
the narrow but passable desert road. 

Since the start of the war surface 
transport systems have worked well, though 
Iraq is not revealing the extra expense of the 
long haul involved. The only road to 
become impassable is that running north 
from Kuwait to the west of the Euphrates 
river, which last December developed ruts 
up to the hubcaps of cars. 

Freight forwarders report no difficulties 
in acquiring trucks, and many of the initial 
problems caused by the war, when cargo 
had to be diverted from Basra, have been 
resolved. At that time, for instance, 
Marubeni had a shipload of cars dumped at 
Khorsakan in the UAE which was 
eventually brought round to Aqaba and 
then to Baghdad. 

Nevertheless, there are still shortages of 
high-volume goods such as cement and 
bricks, and also of stcel reinforcement bars. 
This is as much a result of greater project 
development as of the war — the 1981 
development budget was increased by 28 
per cent to $20.6bn. Even before the 
outbreak of war, the country was expecting 
to import some 4m tonnes of cement to 
augment its own nominal production 
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capacity of 7m tonnes. 

The government has always been nervous 
of the danger posed by Iraq’s narrow outlet 
to the sea and its generally hostile relations 
with Syria. In the past, the Syrians have 
banned overland traffic to Iraq, closed 
down the oil pipeline to the Mediterranean 
and even cut the Istanbul-Baghdad railway, 
which runs through Syrian territory. 

As a result, Iraq has looked for 
alternative shipping routes. Most of its 0.9m 
b/d oil exports now flow through the 
1,000km-long pipeline through Turkey. 
The two oil terminals in the Gulf were 
severely damaged by the Iranians last 
December. Otherwise, the war has not 
seriously hindered road communications, 
though routes in the far north are now 
frequently impeded and sometimes 
temporarily cut by Kurdish guerrillas. 

Elsewhere, the Iraqis are pushing ahead 
with better roads, the most important of 
which is a new motorway, which should 
eventually link the Jordanian border to 
Kuwait by way of Baghdad. The French are 
building a new airport at Baghdad at a cost 
of $750m, and another $37m is being spent 
on a new airport at Basra. 

There is also a massive project to build 
railways between Baghdad and Hussaiba on 
the Syrian border, and a southern route 
linking the capital with the port of Umm 
Qasr. The first contract has already been 
awarded to Mendes Junior of Brazil. The 
aim is to build a railway network of 
2,700km, of which 1,700km will be a 
double-track. 

In Baghdad, a group of British 
consultants have started work on a design 
and supervision contract for the Baghdad 
urban transport system. One problem is 
that the Iraqi capital, with a rapidly 
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increasing population of 3.3m, is widely 
spread along the Tigris river. In the past, the 
high water table has prevented the 
construction of tall buildings and thus heavy 
concentration of people. 

At the moment, public transport is 
inadequate, and many government offices 
have their own mini-buses and coaches to 
pick up their workforce. The number of 
private cars on the street is limited by 
government quota. There is often a waiting 
time of two years for the delivery of new 
cars, usually Toyotas and Datsuns, and the 
total number of private cars is probably less 
than 400,000. 

Overall, Iraq wants not only to build up a 
modern transport system but also to ensure 
it has a number of alternative trade routes 
which will enable it, in the event of hostility 
from one or more of its neighbours, to keep 
its goods moving. 
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SHIPS TRAPPED BY GULF WAR TO BE WRITTEN OFF 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 33, 17 Aug 81 PP 2, 3 


[Text] 


The last hope has been lost of freeing 70 vessels trapped 
in the Shatt al-Arab waterway between Iran and Iraq 
before major insurance claims fall due within the next 
month. An official of the UN, which is involved in nego- 
tiations to free the ships, made a statement last week 
effectively writing off any prospect for their release 
before some sort of comprehensive settlement of the 
Gulf war is reached. 

London underwriters, who have insured the ships, 
introduced special blocking and trapping cover after 
ships were blocked in the Suez Canal as a result of the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. This form of insurance was 
offered separately from conventional war risk cover and 
was formulated to provide for vessels to be declared 
fully lost if held up for 12 months. 

The 70 vessels in question have been trapped in 
the Shatt al-Arab since the outbreak of full-scale hosti- 
lities between Iran and Iraq on September 22 of last 
sear. The London market exposure on vessels trapped in 
h< waterway is estimated at tens of millions of sterling. 
Sco of the trapped ships have already been the subject 
of msurance clams under physical damage cover (See 
An Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, July 20). and several 
hadly damaged vessels have been declared total losses, 
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the London shipping daily ‘Jods List reports. 

The UN official was speaking after the failure of 
a fourth visit to the Gulf by UN Special Envoy, former 
Swedish Prime Minister Olaf Palme, to mediate in the 
dispute and, in particular, to secure an agreement from 
both sides to give priority to !reeing the ships. Although 
agreement was reached on key issues for a ceasefire 
and the establishment of a 35-member UN monitoring 
team, arrangements for financing the ships’ release 
could not be made to the satisfaction of all sides. 

“Payment for the operation was perceived by both 
parties as an assertion of sovereignty,” the UN official 
stated. This presented the UN negotiator with an ap- 
parently insurmountable obstacle, since the war began 
precisely because Iraq unilaterally abrogated the 1975 
treaty with Iran which had made the Shatt al-Arab 
a jointly-owned waterway. 

Speaking in New York, the UN official added: 
“What is quite clear is that it is no longer possible to 
undertake this operation as an emergency arrangement, 
and that it “ill have to be conducted in the context of 
what we hope will be a comprehensive settlz ment of 
the conflict.” 








BRITISH FIRM TO BUILD 70 POWER PLANTS 





IRAQ 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 34, 24 Aug 81 pp 6, 7 


[Text ] 


Ruston Diesels, a subsidiary of Britain’s General Electric 


Company, has won a L£ 70 million ($127.4 million). 


contract to build 70 power stations throughout Iraq. 
The stations are to be set up in a network of clusters 
over an 18-month period, with the first due for comple- 
tion in 1983. 

The Managing Director of Ruston, John Sword, 
told An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO that the order had 
been won against fierce competition, especially from the 
West Germans. Among 10 rivals, from Japan. Scandinavia 
and West Germany, Mr Sword singled out Maschinen- 
fabrik Augsburg Nuemberg (MAN) of West Germany 
and Denmark's Burmeister and Wain as the toughest 
(MAN has just won a $107 million trucking contract in 
Iraq, reported in this newsletter’s August 17 issue). 

Mr Sword emphasised that this contract should be 
the prelude to many more of the same magnitude. 
Although the latest one seems quite large, Mr Sword 
said, ‘we have to keep going on contracts like this.” 
Ruston, which employs some 1,500 workers at its plant 
in Newton-le-Willows in Lancashire, exports roughly 
two-thirds of its production, and currently has a con- 
tract for power stations in Saudi Arabia. 

The deal with the Iraqis will help boost British trade 
with Iraq in general, and with GEC in particular. GEC is 
one of several companies eyeing Baghdad’s project for 
an underground rapid transport system, which is already 
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being designed by Transmark, the British Rail subsidiary, 
and a specially constituted group British Metro Consul- 
tants (See An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, May 11). . 


This contract is important as it will greatly increase 
opportunities for British firms as the project goes into 
implementation. Earlier this year GEC won a £40 mil- 
lion (about $80 million) Iraqi order for gas turbines, its 
biggest deal in Iraq so far. 

Businessmen here believe that Britain is now reaping 
the rewards of comparatively good British attendance at 
last year’s Baghdad Trade Fair, which was held despite 
the war with Iran; more than 50 of the 60 British com- 
panies invited turned up. British exports to Iraq were 
worth £ 322 million last year ($708 million at enc-of- 
year rates), and this. figure is expected to go up to at 
least £500 million in 1981. Marking the improvement of 
relations between the two countries, after several years 
of strain particularly following the jailing of three 
British businessmen in Iraq, bilateral ministeria] visits 
are becoming increasingly frequent. 

British Trade Secretary John Biffin is expected 
to lead the British delegation to this autumn’s Baghdad 
Trade Fair, when he will lobby for British Aerospace 
tc obtain the contract for an Iraqi air defence system, 
estimated to cost around £ 1 billion ($1,820 million 
at current rates). 








IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


PHARMACEUTICAL PLANT=--The Iragi government has awarded an $8.4 million contract to 
an unnamed international company for the construction of pharmaceutical plant in 
Mosul, according to a report from Baghdad last week. The plant is to manufacture 

3 million 500 cc syringes annually and produce high-quality distilled water and 
intra-veinous solutions, the report added. No completion date for the construction 
or other details were given. Special laboratories will be included in the plant to 
ensure quality and maintain surveillance, the report said. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR 
ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 33, 17 Aug 81 p 12] 


PLOT AGAINST HUSSAYN--A plot against Saddam Hussayn was discovered and neutralized 
2 months ago by the Iraqi counterintelligence and security forces. Some 10 high- 
ranking officers were jailed. [Text] [Paris LE POINT in French 24 Aug 81 p 24] 
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ISRAEL 


FINANCE MINISTRY OFFICIALS OBJECT TO CURRENT POLICY 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 7 Jul 81 p 12 
[Article by Eitan Lipshitz: "The Isolated Minister in Finance" ] 


[Text] If Yoram Aridor remains in office, he will have to implement a personal 
revolution within the Finance Ministry. Virtually all of the senior staff in 
Finance, including those officials at the second and third levels, are hostile to 
both Yoram Aridor and the political system which he represents. This is a phenom 
enon which encompasses the senior secretaries and the assis*7nts, as well as the 
atmosphere prevailing in the halls, rooms, and elevators, The impression is that 
this is also the case with respect to the junior secretaries the stenographers, 
and who knows? 


Since the Likud came to power, the Finance Ministry apparatus has been waiting for 
the return of the Alignment. During the tenure of Simcha Ehrlich, it was said in 
the hallways that mysterious persons within the Alignment apparatus had "issued" 
instructions to senior officials to stay in place and keep an eye on matters. 
During the time that Yigal Horowitz served in office, his director general Ya'akov 
Ne'eman, could not conduct telephone conversations from his office because of the 
felling that he was being bugged and that his words would be passed on. In recent 
months, those of Yoram Aridor, people have not been cautious in what they say and 
have not used any cover. They have very openly waited for "them" to fly from power. 
The force and sharpness of criticism have been much greater than in the past in 
differences over the timing of a price rise in the cost of fuel, or the delay of 


payments. 


I do not know even one official of seniority or semi-seniority who agrees with 
that which Yoram Aridor has done or will do. If Ezra Sadan, the director general, 
is pressed, he will say that if Yoram Aridor does something with which he cannot 
live, he will simply get up and leave. And he goes far. Others do not believe in 
even one principle established by Aridor in his "correct economics" and it does 
not matter what lines it will take. 


One might get the impression that what is written here is too harsh. But no, If 
Yoram Aridor continues to serve as finance minister, or if another minister comes 
to the center from one of the economic offices, he will not be able to function, 
except alone. It is impossible for the finance minister to conduct an economic 
policy when the apparatus under him is waiting for the collapse when they will be 
able to say "we told you so, we warned you this would happen." This is simply 
impossible. 
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Yoram Aridor is a politician who know what he wants. In the few months in which 

he worked among the senior officials of finance, he did not consult with them very 
much. He "sent down" directives; he dictated courses according to his world view, 
and hardly sought support. More than once he has brutally cursed his senior 
officials because he has not obtained public support from them. From the four to- 
gether and and from each separately he has in fact demanded that the officials 

stand by his side in the struggle against the Histadrut and in his political struggle. 
The senoir officialdom remained silent. 


It is not necessary that Mr Aridor's conduct and methods of the past 4 months be 
indicative of his future conduct. But I think that I do not err in guessing that 
after the planning session of the upper echelon of Finance, at which the finance 
minister will present his principles of policy as he sees it and wants it, all those 
will leave saying that "this man is out of his mind." 


Some of those who hold important positions in Finance, those with whom the finance 
minister must consult regarding the planning of economic policy and its implementa- 
tion are the people who participated in discussions by Alignment staff for planning 
an alternative policy. There is no need to publicize names. Every one in Finance 
knows what I am talking about. Even the finance minister knows who they are. 
Others, no less senior, were physically prevented from participating in sessions, 
but consultation with them was almost daily. 


The problem is not just with the finance minister. Perhaps even more severe is the 
personal problem of the officials and experts. I do not know whether it is 
possible to bridge the abyss between a great many of them and the finance minister, 
and I also do not know about intentions of resigning. Now in the press there are 
reports about the intention to "behead", and the coordinating committee of the 
Histadrut has announced that "it will not acquiesce to political dismissals." 


It would be naive to expect now that those among the senior officials and economists 
of the Finance Ministry who differ with Mr Aridor will get up and leave their jobs. 
This is precisely the problem because in the present system of relations not one 

of them believes that it is possible to manage the Israeli economy. Not even the 
critical economists. There is no simple solution to the problem because in Israel 
it is impossible to order the deputy head of the fiscal branch or any other senior 
official to resign. But it seems clear to me that all those involved, including 

the finance minister, the officials, and the economists, that the Finance Ministry 
will not function. Too many "thinking people" in Finance will "take cover" in the 
fact that they are public servants. 


Yet, the first word has not been spoken regarding economic policy for the coming 
year and future years. 
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ISRAEL 


DEFENSE BUDGET LINKED TO GNP URGED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 1) Jul 81 p 17 
[Article by DAVAR economic reporter: "To Link Defense Budget to GNP Growth"] 


[Text] The increase of the defense budget, in recent years since 1973, has been 
accomplished at the expense of investment in the economy. Economic decision makers 
must now decide whether it is preferable to not increase the defense budget in the 
next few years, and instead to direct resources towards renewing investment and 
growth, so that in the future it will be possible to set aside a larger amount for 
defense. This is the thinking of the deputy governor of the Bank of Israel, Eliezer 
Shafar. 


At an appearance yesterday at a forum of economists of the University-Kibbutz 
Center, Shafar described the basic problems of economic policies and the possibil- 
ities for their solution in the future. According to him, an examination of re- 
sources and uses available to the economy shows that the additional growth in the 
defense budget since 1973 was done at the expense of other investment. In that 
period, the proportion of defense spending to the GNP rose from 20.8 percent to 

25 percent, with no real growth occurring in the investment budget. 


Shafar claims that in the socio-economic structure of the country, there is no great 
prospect for reducing the level of private spending below the growth of the GNP 
scope. From this source, it is difficult to expect in the future a freeing of re- 
sources. Therefore, the only way to meet the means necessary for investment, so 
that it will be possible in the future to set aside more for defense, is not to 
increase the defense budget in the next few years. When in the future, investment 
bears fruit in a greater GNP, then it will be possible to renew growth in the 
defense budget. 


The deputy governor of the Bank of Israel divides the history of Israel's economic 
development into two principal periods: until 1973, and from 1973 to today. What 
characterized the economy prior to 1973 was a high rate of annual growth of 9 per- 
cent while since then there has been a reduction in growth to a rate not exceeding 
3 percent per year. This is contrasted to Western countries, in which the first 
period was characterized by a higher growth rate, while the siowdown in Israeli 
growth was much sharper. 


The dramatic turnabout in the rate of development of the Israeli economy lowered 
its position in the world, even in relation to the hostile countries surrounding 
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it. In this connection, Shafar quoted data recently published in a survey by the 
World Bank. The survey includes economic data for 125 countries, and notes that 
while in terms of population Israel ranks 95, it ranks 55 in terms of product 
among all countries included in the survey, and 21 in terms of product per capita. 


But since 1973, there has been a retreat in Israel's economic position. In that 
year, Israel's product was almost equal to that of Egypt, and double the product of 
Syria. In 1954, the total product of three enemy countries (Egypt, Jordan, and 
Syria) was 3.2 times greater than that of Israel, while in 1972 it declined to 1.5 
times that of Israel. In 1979, it returned to a level of almost twice that of 
Israel's product. Shafar said that today, we find ourselves in a situation in which 
the production gap between Israel and its enemies has grown. 


The deputy governor of the Bank of Israel recently accepted a survey of the economic 
race between Israel and the Arab countries. One of the prominent discoveries of the 
survey was that at a certain level of defense expenditures, there is a substitution 
between defense expenditures and investment expenditures. The Israeli economy had 
already reached that level in 1973. This fact explains the virtual freeze in invest- 
ment in the economy. 


Indeed, between the years 1954 and 1972, the defense budget rose at a greater rate 
than the gross national product, but what enabled this was the excess of imports 
over exports. From the mid-1960's to 1972, there was a decline in private spending 
on account of a growth in savings, and this too released additional resources for 
defense. 


The gap between imports and exports, which began in 1972, did not make possible a 

rise in the level of defense spending without affecting investment in the economy 
because of the energy crisis. From an annual expenditure of 100 million dollars 

for the import of oil in 1970, or about 700 million dollars at the beginning of the 
energy crisis, annual expenditures in this area rose to more than two billion dollars, 
which cut up any addition import of capital or increased aid from the U.S. 


Under the present circumstances, the deputy governor of the Bank of Israel sees 

no possibility of renewing economic growth other than by freezing the defense 
budget for the next few years, at a level linked to the growth of the GNP. Policy 
makers are limited in setting up budgets for investment from the sphere of public 
consumption, which constitute about 12 percent of the uses in the economy. At the 
same time, the rules of the game do not enable the contraction of private consump- 
tion. Safar feels that if the strategic estimate is that war is unexpected in the 
next few years, and in light of the peace agreement with Egypt, it is preferable 
to consider such a freeze of the defense budget so that in the future it will be 
possible to expand it again. 


Aharon Efrat, moderator of the economists’ forum of the University-Kibbutz Center 
said in his opening comments that he does not feel that rumors of intentions to 
damage the workers' economy are serious. The central question, he noted, is to 
what extent the central production of the economy will be affected, where the 
workers’ union is an important part of that economy. 
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ISRAEL 


PURCHASE OF BRITISH VESSELS SAID UNDERWAY 


London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1289, 17 Jul 81 p 29 


[Article: "British Imperial Navy To Sail under Israeli Flag! Wealthy Jews 
To Buy One Third of the Royal Navy to Make Israel the Strongest Naval Power 
in the East Mediterranean" ] 


[Text] Israel has not been satisfied with the fact that it has the most 
potent air power in the Middle East and that it is the only country that 
has the nuclear bomb in the area. It is now trying to become the greatest 
naval power in the Eastern Mediterranean. Diplomatic circles in Washington 
are discussing serious information that was published last week by the 
newspaper, SPOTLINE [sic], adding to that information that is even more 
serious. 


Israel is serious about purchasing the British navy! 


Britain is in serious financial straits, and most of the units of its navy 
are up for sale. The only country that has made offers to purchase these 
units was Israel. But Israel too is "broke." However, major Zionist finan- 
ciers have formed a financial consortium to turn Israel into "a strong 
naval power in the next 2 years by letting her acquire units of the British 
military fleet." 


The government of Margaret Thatcher has decided to sell one-third of the 
royal navy. This move is unprecedented in the history of all the navies of 
the world. The British government has [also] decided to discharge from 
service 19,500 navy soldiers and officers in 1983. 


Britain has begun deliberations with the United States regarding the sales 
process. British intelligence reports and diplomatic reports indicate that 
last 30 June John Nott, British secretary of state for defense made a 
second secret visit to Washington in only 10 days that lasted 24 hours. 
During that visit he met with U.S. Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger 
and with U.S. Secretary of State Alexander Haig to discuss the "sad 
strategic consequences of the British government's decision to break up the 
British navy." The British minister gave his American colleagues pre- 
liminary information that included a "White Paper" which was to be pub- 
lished soon in London. That paper contained lists of the defense cuts, the 
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largest of which will be those in the navy. The White Paper explained the 
reasons that were compelling Thatcher's government to relinquish the 
British navy's historical role of being a first class naval power in the 
world. 


The man who did not attend Minister Nott's meetings with U.S. officials 

was Admiral Sir Henry Leech, first lord of the British navy. He had refused 
to accompany the minister to Washington to protest the British government's 
decision and to announce that he intended to resign his position. 


This is the gist of what the British minister presented to U.S. officials. 


--The British government would put up for public auction one of three offen- 
sive missile carriers which are the pride of the British navy and among its 
most modern units. These carriers have the most modern nuclear strike tech- 
nology. The missiles destroyer that will be auctioned is called the Ark 
Royal, and it weighs 16,000 tons. The carrier, Invisible, may also by put 

up for public auction; its capacity is 17,500 tons. 


--Eleven other warships will be sold. These include two fast destroyers 
and nine missile carrying frigates. The destroyers are (Fotheringays) 
and the frigates are Leanders. 


--Nineteen destroyers will be put up for sale, and some of them will be 
ready for sale as of 1982. 


Minister Nott told the Americans that his country had found a customer for 
the carrier, Ark Royal, and for some of the other ships. The sale of parts 
of the British navy to that customer would not upset the strategic balance. 
That customer was Australia. 


But the Australian prime minister's quick visit to Washington, coming after 
Nott's visit, ended in less than what Britian had hoped for. Sir Malcolm 
Frazier informed U.S. officials that the Australian press was mounting 

a violent opposition campaign against Australia's purchase of units of the 
British fleet. 


Britain [then] began to look for another customer who can pay the price 
without creating an international uproar in the media. 


Information indicates that Minister Nott informed U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Weinberger that if Australia were to withdraw its offer officially to pur- 
chase the vessels, the most likely purchaser will be a group of major inves- 
tors and financiers in the world. This group had expressed its willingness 
to purchase one third of the British navy and offer it to Israel. 


Israel has shown a strong desire for acquiring the missiles destroyer, the 
Royal Ark; two other destroyers; and two Leander frigates. 


There is a training program that is part of the deal according to which 
each one of three groups made up of 400 Israeli navy officers would spend 











12 weeks (3 months) in the training centers of the British navy in 
Portsmouth and Chatham. 


[The names of members of] the Zionist consortium who have begun collecting 
the funds that are necessary for the deal from various financial and indus- 
trial sources in the world are still a secret. However, information 
obtained by SPOTLIGHT indicates that among those names are those of Edgar 
Bronfman, Harry Oppenheimer and his brother Sir Philip Oppenheimer. 
Bronfman is the president of the giant Seagram Corporation, which is the 
largest producer of alcoholic beverages in the world, and Oppenheimer is 
the president of two companies in South Africa that control the diamond 
trade in the world. 


Negutiations for completing the deal are still underway, and Israel is 
pressing the financiers to pay a reasonable price. Its desire to own a 
strong naval fleet is greater than the dispute over a few million pounds 
with Britain. 
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FUTURE MILITARY COLLEGE DISCUSSED 





London 8 DAYS in English No 31, 8 Aug 81 p 19 


[Text ] 


JORDAN plans to build a new university at 
Muta in the south of the country to train 
students in military and police skills. The 
aim is to model the new institute on the 
world renowned military academies, such as 
Britain’s Sandhurst. An annual intake of 
around 1,250 students is expected. 

Jordan currently has two universities — 
the University of Jordan in Amman and 
Yarmouk University in Irbid — which are 
co-educational and teach a wide range of 
scientific, technical and liberal arts subjects. 
It also has several technical training 
colleges. The proposal for the new 
university came from a Royal Committee, 
chaired by chief of the royal court and 
former Prime Minister Ahmad al Lawzi, 
which was set up a year ago to assess the 
needs of the southern region and of Jordan 
as a whole. Though still very much in the 
planning stages, land for the university has 
already been purchased. Most of the money 
for the university will come from the 
Jordanian government though Iraq has 
pledged around $45m. 

Setting up the institute at Muta will help 
the neglected southern region of Jordan. 
Yarmouk University and the University of 
Jordan are both in the north, making it 
difficult for students from the south to 


travel to and from their homes. Muta 
University will provide students from 
southern cities like Karak and Aqaba with 
the educational opportunities they have 
been missing. Muta will also act as a centre 
for technology and development. 

Students will be instructed in the use of 
armaments and self-defence, the 
technology of modern warfare, and, for 
police students, law and administration. 
The university will grant bachelors’ degrees 
at first, and possibly masters’ and 
doctorates later. 

Muta may begin classes in 1982 but they 
would have to take place in temporary 
quarters until the campus is ready. 
However, the university will have its first 
graduates this year — from the already 
operating Royal Police Academy in 
Amman, which has been made part of the 
new university. Fifty-six police students are 
expected to graduate this year. 

There has been some scepticism about 
the establishment of this third Jordanian 
university. The country, critics point out, 
cannot always absorb the 3,000 graduates 
each year of the Yarmouk and Jordan 
universities. But backers insist that Muta 
graduates will be ‘a different sort of person’, 
and will all be able to find jobs somewhere. 
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NEW PHOSPHATE PROCESSING PLANT PLANNED 





JORDAN 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 32, 10 Aug 81 p5 


[Text] 


Plans for a new phosphate processing plant close to 
Amman were announced last week. Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, a state-owned enterprise, said it planned 
to spend almost Jordanian Dinars 6 million (about $18 
million) on a new processing plant 6 kilometres fro.: its 
mine at Ruseifa and 10 kilometres from the Jord.nian 


capital. The processing plant is to have a capacity of 


between 800,000 and 1 million tons of phosphate rock 
a year. It is hoped that the plant will begin operations 
early in 1983. 


The plant is part of a scheme to boost significantly 
Jordan’s exports of phosphates. The mining company 
produced and exported 3.9 million tons of raw phosphate 
rock last year, mainly from mines at Hussa and Wadi 
al-Abyad in central Jordan. 


Ruseifa produced less than 1 million tons and the 
processing plant is intended to maintain production at 
this level from the mine. In the meantime, output at 
Wadi al-Abyad and Hassa is to rise to 5 million tons a 


year during the next two years, using a walking dragline, 


the first in the Middle East. In the longer term, phosphate 
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deposits at Shidiya, close to the border with Saudi 
Aravia, could be adding between 5 million and 6 million 
tons to Jordanian output, according to Walid Asfour, 
the Minister for Industry and Trade. Mr Asfour said 
last week that international consultants were bidding for 
a feasibility study for Shidiya, which is expected to go 
into production in the late 1980s. Mr Asfour said the 
study would be completed within the next 12 months. 
He hinted that the government was considering allowing 
private capital to participate in the Shidiya project. 


A regional plan for fertiliser production in Uie Arab 
world is due to be discussed at a nweting of Arab indust- 
rial development experts in Baghdad on August 19 
and 20, OPEC’s news agency announced last week. The 
conference will bring together delegates from the Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural Investment and Promo- 
tion, the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation and 
the UN Development Programme. ts aim, Ol'/;CNA 
said, was to lay down a plan for Arab chemical projects 
and to determine the role of the Union of Fertiliser 
Producers in training technicians for the industry. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT--Kuwait is to establish commercial enterprises for animal 
breeding, meat industries and the processing of farm and poultry products, the de- 
partment of agriculture said last week. The plan for livestock development, to be 
implemented soon, will aim at meeting at least 50 per cent of domestic needs. New 
agricultural sites are to be created, with the government providing essential ser- 
vices, cash incentives and part of the capital. Large fodder silos will be con- 
structed to supply breeders’ requirements at subsidised prices. Sewage water will 
be treated to irrigate large farms for cultivation of fodder. Research stations, 
slaughterhouses and new advisory units will be set up, while egg and chicken produc- 
tion will be subsidised to enable producers to compete with importers. Officials 
said the main problems confronting Kuwait and other Gulf states in promoting farming 
stemmed from poor returns from this sector. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 31, 
8 Aug 81 p 20) 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE DESALINATION CONTRACT--Qatar has awarded a contract worth $123 million 

to Japan's Sumitomo Heavy Industries to carry out the final expansion of Qatar's 
Ras Abu Fontas water desalination plant, it was announced last week. The contract 
covers the supply of four waste-heat boilers and desalination units; the plant has 
eight units at present with a maximum output of 32 million gallons of fresh water 
a day. The new units will increase production to 48 million gallons a day when 
they go on stream. Completion of the extension is scheduled for 1983 and the plant 
will then be able to meet Qatar's requirements for fresh water until 1987. Qatari 
officials said tenders were being invited for extensions to the reservoirs at Doha 
airport and that tenders had been received for construction of a reservoir with 

a capacity of 4 million gallons to supply water to Wakrah, 16 kilometres south of 
the capital. The capacity of the airport reservoirs is to be expanded from 15 mil- 


lion gallons to 25 million gallons. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO 
in English No 34, 24 Aug 81 p 11] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ARABIZATION OF LABOR FORCE EXPECTED TO INCREASE 
Dubai KHALEEJ TIMES in English 18 Aug 81 p l 
[Article by K. P. Nayar] 


[Text ] ; 
ARAB countries are launching a concerted drive to export man- 
power to the UAE following its decision to Arabise the labour 
force. Tunisia is in the lead. 


At the same time, local companies are making a major effort to absorb 
qualified nationals and other Arabs at various levels. 

A new post of social counsellor has been created in the Tunisian embassy 
in Abu Dhabi and a senior government official from Tunis is expected to 
assume charge next month. He will contact ministries and government 
departments as well as employers in the public and private sectors 
throughout the UAE to seek placements for Tunisians. 

A Tunisian Government bodv—the Agency for Technical Co- 
operation—has also decided to post a representative in the capital to tap 
employment opportunities here. 

According to Tusisian embassy sources, these steps have been taken 
within the framework of the labour agreement signed between the UAE 
and Tunisia and approved by the UAE cabinet on March 23, this year. 

These sources said that although Tunis‘a was prepared to supply all 
categories of employees, it was expected that the demand would initially be 
restricted to technical personnel. 

Sundanese and Moroccan embassy officials said they were also preparing 
to ensure the smooth flow of labour from their countries to the UAE. 

While Sudanese officials said they were already prepared to assist local 
employers in recruiting from Sudan under the new labour agreement with 
this country, Moroccan officials said they would finalise their plans only 
after the agreement was retified by the federal cabinet, possibly next month. 

Commercial and industrial sources, meanwhile, expressed the view that 
changes in the pattern of expatriate employment as a result of the Arabisa- 
tion drive would be steady but siow. 


NO DISPLACEMENT 


Several employers said the drive would not result in any immediate 
displacement of non-Arab expatnates. 

“Employment opportunities in the UAE are set to expand as a result of 
the construction of several downstream units.” said the director of a large 
industrial group in Dubai. Much of the additional labour that is likely to 
come in as a result of the new drive, he said, would be absorbed by the new 
units. 

“Tunisians and people from other countries in the Maghreb are tradition- 
ally attracted by job opportunities in Europe. especially France,” said one 
executive. It will take some time and a sustained drive to induce the type of 
emplovees needed here to come to the Gulf on a large scale, he said. 

A spokesman of Dubal said the company already had a policy of encoura- 
ging the UAE nationals to join its staff.“ From the beginning, we have given 
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opportunities to the UAE nationals whe _ ne forward to take up emr'oy- 
ment.” As for expatriate recruitment.! © .okesman said the only cri’ ion 
for employment will be merit. 

Trading houses in Dubai said they had taken national s.udents for 
summer jobs for the first time this year. Until now, summer jobs for *. ‘:ool 
students under a scheme drawn up by the Ministry of Labour ami Sucial 
Affairs have been confined mainly to banks. 

The general manager of one trading house said his firm's growth rate 
allowed for a 20 per cent increase in staff annually during the last few years. 
He said the firm welcomed the directive from the Dubai Chamber of 
Commerce to give preference to nationals and Arabs in employment. “It is 
in our interest as well. It will increase co-ordination with local bodies.” 

Many companies in Abu Dhabi are already giving preference to nationals 
and other Arabs while recruiting staff at all levels. 
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DESALINATION PLANT SATISFIES DUBAI'S WATER NEEDS 


Dubai KHALEEJ TIMES in English 19 Aug 81 p 5 


[Text } 


A full-scale test run of the 
desalination plant of the 
Dubai Aluminium Company 
at Jebel Ali has produced 
more than 25 million gallons 
of water a day—enough to 
meet the needs of Dubai city. 

Dr B.F. Willetts, Dubal’s deputy 
chief executive, told newsmen yester- 
dav that this was being done using 
waste-heat from the smelters gas tur- 
bines. Under this system, the energy 
conversion factor was 60 to 65 per 
cent, one of the highest in the world. 

The two-day test-run began on 
Sunday. All the six evaporators of the 
desalination plant were run and the 
water was pumped into the pipeline 
system of the Dubai Water Depart- 
ment. The test-run was arranged to 
coincide with the high water demand 
in the city and at a time when high 
sea-water temperature adversely 
affects the performance of the 
evaporators. 


POWER NEED 


Each of the six Weir-Westgarth 
evaporators produces more than four 
million gallons of water daily and 
needs 3.5 MW of electncity. Steam 
used in the evaporation process is 
produced from the waste-heat of the 
smelter s turbine station, which has an 
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installed capacity of 515 MW. The gas 
turbines use 30 per cent of the total 
energy to produce electricity and an 
additional 30 to 35 per cent of the 
total energy, which would otherwise 
have been wasted, is used to produce 
the water. 

ing to Mr Peter Simpkin, 
chairman, Weir-Westgarth Company, 
the cost of desalination units and 
associated water storage facilities 
(excluding costs of boiler and power 
stations), is about Dh 700 million. The 


water intake of four bouys daily is 
about 50 million gallons but about 50 
per cent of the water is discharged into 
the sea as it cannot be used at the 
complex. 

The quality of water is continually 
monitored, and it is produced to the 
specifications of the Dubai Water 
Department and the World Health 
Organisation, he said. The desalinated 
water is put through a blending pro- 
cess to give it a pleasant taste before it 
goes to the consumers. 

A small quantity of filtered sea- 
water, after chlorination, is also added 
for taste. 

It was revealed that the waste-heat 
collection system attached to each of 
the smelter’s 13 turbines can generate 
sufficient steam for a 50 per cent 
expansion of the desalination com- 
plex. The government is considering 
plans for expansion to meet the future 
water needs. The three additional 
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evaporators would have larger indi- 

vidual output. The complex then 
would be the largest single integrated 

unit in the world, producing more than 

40 million gallons of water daily. 

The two-day operation was headed 
by the smelter’s power and desalina- 
tion manager, Mr Reg Baiiey, ex- 
deputy chief of the Hong Kong gov- 
ernment’s desalination unit, which 
was at one time termed as the world’s 
largest. The construction director, Mr 
David Blanchard, represented British 
Smelter Constructions Limited, and 
representing Weir-Westgarth were 
Mr Simpkin, the operations director 
Mr John Davies, and the project man- 
ager, Mr John Laird, all of whom 
travelled to Dubai to be present dur- 
ing the test run. Dubal’s team of 
eningeering consultants, Kennedy and 
Donkin, was headed by the resident 
engineer, Mr Ron Hunt. 

Mr Willetts, said “We had set a 
target of 25 million gallons a day, but 
in fact, at full capacity, we approached 
30 million gallons a day.” 

After the first day of full output, 
production was gradually reduced to 
show that the Dubal could consis- 
tently produce 25 million gallons daily 


using tive of the six evaporators, which 


would be the normai mode of opera- 


ton, making allowance for routine 
servicing and maintenance, Mr Wil- 
letts said. 
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